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Acts 9: 1-20
Psalm 30
Revelation 5: 11-14
John 21: 1-19
Introduction: 
A Day full of Reminders could be the title of our sermon.

The setting is by the sea shore. 

First, Peter and the other disciples who were fishermen have returned to their old familiar haunts and memories. Fishing is what they knew best.
Second, That is where Jesus first started to call the disciples to follow him. Then we find Jesus preparing the meal. No, he is never recorded as preparing a meal, but remember how  he has  care about the needs of the 5000,  who came to hear him. Also, his washing the disciples feet, both events were service tasks and servants doing them.

Then we find him asking Peter 3 times if he loved him. This could be a reminder of Peter denying Jesus 3 times, and now Jesus is once again forgiving Peter, and calling him to follow Jesus.

There also seems to be a reminder in this story, that it is Jesus who finds the fish and not the professional fishermen. “Feed my lambs” certainly points to a new way of fishing.

All of the time the disciples were with Jesus, he was teaching.  Everything he did was showing the disciples how to be servants, servers, caregivers, comforters, and healers. When Jesus calls it was very clear what and how those disciples were to follow him.
Our third point of the morning is to examine Jesus’ call to the man named Saul.

Saul was a professional religious leader of his day. Jews were famous for their concern for Tradition, and Saul was no exception. He would make the religious zealots of our day look like they were still in pre-school. This guy was Rabid in his anger and murderous threats against the followers of the Way, as they were called then.
In his Zeal he got all the legal support behind him, and off he goes to find any disobedient Jews, who now were followers of Jesus.

We find him on the road to Damascus, where a sudden light from heaven flashed around him and he heard a voice call, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

Now we need to do some remembering here. Every time a person’s name is repeated in the bible we find that person is receiving a call from God. Moses, Samuel and others all had calls where their name was repeated.

As was true of Samuel, so Saul does not know who is calling, but with respect says “Lord.” “Who are you, Lord?”

The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

9:6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do."
Notice, even those with Saul heard the voice, but saw no one. 

Now, we find that when Saul stands up, he is blind.

Now, what would you do if you were in Saul’s shoes? He is blinded by the very leader of those, who he is out to persecute.

He has three days to think about what has happened. He would certainly know every detail of what these followers said and believed. He was a religious technitian. If these followers of the Way were wrong, he knew every speck of why they were wrong. Now, he is challenged to re-examine his values.

We have no idea what Saul was thinking while in that blind prison, but we do know what was the result. He did some remembering. He must have reviewed all that was said and know about Jesus and how the Disciples were saying he was the Messiah. He must have remembered what Steven preached when Saul was at his being stoned to death.

We have no evidence of a light coming on again to Saul, but we do know the results. 

But, that gets us a head of the story. 

Poor Ananias has a dream. He is to go and touch this monster of a man, and call him brother. 

Not only is he to do this, but God has given Saul the name of Ananias as the one who come to heal him. 

How would like that trap? Saul has his name, and will he arrest him the minute he can see again? Is this a trap and trick of Saul’s?

But, Ananias obeys and probably is stunned to find such a changed man?

He then proclaims that Jesus is the Son of God!

Conclusion:

Today is a day of remembering. The disciples are called and then recalled after Jesus’ resurrection. Saul, who later becomes Paul, is called in a most alarming manner.

So, what was or is your call like from Jesus? It probably was no flashing or blinding. I know my call was not like that. Yet, the results are the same. We are all to serve, love, encourage, support and comfort all those around us, and I remind you to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus.
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