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Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19

I Peter 1: 17- 23

Luke 24: 13-25

Introduction: 

The setting of this morning’s scripture still is the day of the resurrection. The disciples are locked in their upper room for fear of the Jews, which they will be arrested and be put to death like Jesus.

Their dreams, their hopes and best interests are all destroyed with the death of Jesus. 

Like any death where the person you loved is now gone, there was disappointment, depression and everyone is lethargic with no energy or will to do anything. There is a numbness of the heart.
Apparently, two of the disciples decide to leave and return home. Simon is one of them. This is not Simon Peter as the report is later told to the eleven disciples.
This fits with all we know about common sense. What else is there to do? We come to a funeral and when it is over we return to our homes. This whole experience has now failed. I am going back to what I always did for a living.
As these two men head for home, Jesus comes along and walks with them. They do not realize who he is. In their grief and confusion of the news from the women, they do not recognize Jesus. Why this is true we do not know. These two men are not part of the 12 disciples, so could it be they were not looking for someone they might know?
When Jesus asks what they are talking about, they seemed stunned that he is the only one in the city to not know the events that had taken place.

What is now known of the situation with Rome controlling the city, it seems like there were cruel and brutal treatments of the citizens all the time. Because this was about a “messiah” or “the Messiah” would have certainly made it more significant for the Jewish community.

So, the men explain how they saw Jesus as a prophet, and how they hoped he actually was the real Messiah all Israel was waiting for his coming.

They even told of the women’s report of angels saying Jesus was still alive. But, there has been no proof of this information.

Then Jesus explains to them what the prophets have said about the Messiah, and especially how necessary “that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory.”
So, why did these disciples still not figure out who Jesus was as he spoke to them? We will never know.

So, they invite him to stay with them. 

24:30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 24:31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.
They finally figured out who he was and then he vanished.

Conclusion:
By the world’s view Jesus was and still is a failure. 

What is your view, your faith, and conviction that disagrees? 
How are you sharing it with others? and when he broke the bread
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