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Introduction: 
Let us start this morning with a summary I found of the gospel text: God seeks. God finds. God rescues. God restores.
	steve souther, (who writes often in Desparate Preachers.com)
September 10, 2016
	“Dear Friends, 

Good news for some means bad news for others.
This is the sum of our story. 

Jesus was a national treasure! He provided: free
healthcare (eyes, legs, leprosy...), both mental
and physical; raising the dead and feeding
thousands with just a few scraps of food!

This is the good news. 

The bad news is that he has been seen eating
with the wrong people, enemies of the state!
Remember, tax collectors were considered traitors,
the worst scum of the earth!”




The apostle Paul claims he is the chief of sinners. He is so bad that no one can be worse, yet, by God’s grace he is loved, forgiven, used as a good bad example.

Today is 9/11. Do you think Paul is correct to say he is a worse sinner than those who killed themselves and all those people in those towers? Or what of the shooter in Sandy Hook or the shooter in the gay night club? Or what about Hitler killing six million Jews?  

Then Paul says, 1:15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the foremost.

1:16 But for that very reason I received mercy, ….”

Yet, the texts are saying we are to search. We are to look. We are to discover those who do not have the foggiest idea that our God is so gracious.
Jeremiah calls the Israelites foolish for they are not searching for God and have totally ignored his message. 
The  Psalmist refers to those who are fools, who say “There is no God.”

The next passage of our gospel lesson is the story of what we call the prodical son. We do not use it his year in the lectionary. Yet, the story is about God, who loves a son, who wants nothing to do with him. Then when the son returns, we find the son that stayed home, also wanted nothing to do with the father, yet the father loved them both.

God is always seeking. God is always looking for new ways to love people.  Could it be God is using us and our eyes to find those who foolish or not , still do not know God’s love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness?
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