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Ruth  1:1-18, 3: 1-5, 4:13-17
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Hebrews 9: 24-28
Mark 12: 38- 44
Introduction: 
Are you like me that I sometimes have tunnel vision?
Last week was All Souls day. Because I did not preach last Sunday, I am tying it into today’s texts and our celebration.

Today is the 120th Anniversary of Truax United Church of Christ.

As we celebrate this day and feel an honest pride in who we are and where we come from, we need to stretch our vision and our memories.

Can you name any one, who were our founding members of this church? What were their first and last names?

Because I am a genealogy nut, I wonder where their descendents are now? Do we know any of them?

But, where did these charter members come from?

Now, let us return to the biblical texts of the morning. These people were also our religious ancestors. Naomi has roots and connections as we read about Boaz and of course the descendents down to Jessie and King David.
Ruth is a Moabite. Remember what I said a few weeks ago about non-Jews?  They were all labeled “Dogs.” Purity of family tree was so important to those Jews, that those in Jerusalem had a hard time relating to Jews who lived outside of the city. Tax collectors and those who dealt with traveling merchants were all called unclean and contaminated.

So, Naomi’s husband and others from the Bethlehem area were starving to death. As bad as it was they were still looked down upon by those who stayed. They went to Moab, and lived and ate and worked among the ‘dogs’ of that country.

Naomi’s sons married the ‘dogs’ daughters. Ruth is a dog.

It is remarkable that this story is in the Old Testament. Someone saw that God worked under unusual circumstances to save Israel.
So, today as the plot thickens, we find Naomi using her Jewish shrewdness, to trap poor old Boaz into marrying Ruth.

Women had no value in those days. They were treated like slaves and prostitutes in the pecking order. Non-Jews or “dogs” were treated lower than that. “Dog’s” children were lower than that.

But, there is a catch in the story. Ruth was very attractive, and Boaz notices her immediately.

Then the trick played on Boaz to make him think he had sex with her.  Then in true Jewish fashion he tricks his relative into thinking he would have to take care of two old decrepit worthless widows, the man backs out of the deal.
And from that time on they live happily ever after.

Now, what does all this have to do with our Anniversary Party today?

Everything!  Did it every occur to you that as we remember our close loved ones and friends in this church, that we also must include all the saints of biblical history as well?

So, who helped us get to where we are this day?  It was the faithful of the Old Testament, the Psalm writers, the Gospel and New Testament saints right on through history to this very moment!

Conclusion:

Now, who would have thought, that on this day of celebrating our church’s history, it would be topped off with a story about a beautiful woman and sex? Yes, she is one of our ancestors of faith, that includes all the Saints of history.
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