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II Samuel 18: 5-9, 15, 31-33
Psalm 130
Ephesians 4: 25- 5:2

John 6: 35, 41-5

Introduction: 
In case you have forgotten, David was the greatest king that Israel ever had. Much of his life is praise worthy.

But, much of David’s life has turned to worms.

He has an affair with Bathsheba, has her husband conveniently killed in a battle, and gets nailed to the wall by the prophet Nathan, who knows of his sins. The prophet predicts that the rest of David’s life will be one of wars and strife.

Frederick Beuchner summarizes today’s story in the following  quote from his book “Listening to Your life.”
“Almost from the start, Absalom had a number of strikes against him. For one thing, he was much too handsome for his own good, and his special pride was a magnificent head of hair that once a year  when he had it trimmed, the trimmings alone tipped the scales at three and half pounds. For another thing, his father, King David, was always either spoiling him rotten or reading him the riot act. This did not promote stability of character. He murdered his lecherous brother Amnon for fooling around with their sister, Tamar, and when the old war-horse Joab wouldn’t help him patch things up with David afterwards, he set fire to his hay field. All Israel found this kind of derring-do irresistible, of course, and when he eventually let a revolt against his father, a lot them joined him.
On the eve of the crucial battle, David was a wreck. If he was afraid he might lose his throne, he was even more afraid he might lose Absalom. The boy was a thorn in his flesh, but he was also the apple of his eye, and before the fighting started, he told the chiefs of staff till they were sick of hearing it that if Absalom fell into their clutches, they must promise to go easy on him for his father’s sake. Remembering what had happened to his hay field, old Joab kept his fingers crossed, and when he found Absalom caught in the branches of an oak tree by his beautiful hair, he ran him through without blinking an eye. When they broke the news to David, it broke his heart, just as simple as that, and he cried out in words that have echoed down the centuries ever since, ‘O my son Absalom, my son, my son,’ he said. ‘Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son.’
He meant it, of course, if he could have done the boy’s dying for him, he would have done it. If he could have paid the price for the boy’s betrayal of him, he would have paid it.  If he could have given his own life to make the boy alive again, he would have given it. But even a king can’t do things like that. As later history was to prove, it takes a God.”

The theme for today is this.
“Life involves tragedy, particularly our lives with our families. In any family there is regret, unfulfillment, and tragedy. The Bible, far from escaping or ignoring life’s tragic side, says that God loves us and embraces us even in our tragic circumstances, especially there.”
James Baldwin says,  “Children have never been very good at listening to their elders, but they have never failed to imitate them.”

Conclusion:

In literature, back many years ago, I was taught to look for the theme “every man.”  It was sexist, so I have no idea what is taught now.  I know that all of us here know of some tragedy or loss or crisis that has happened in our families. 

With all that pain we each can name, our God is still with us and faithful in God’s love, compassion, and forgiveness.

So, whether we cause the pain, or receive the pain, God wants healing, and love where ever he finds it. Nothing we do or say keeps God from loving us. For those of us who are having a hard time forgiving others, I have only this to say: Are we smarter than God that God can forgive and we cannot?
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