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Deuteronomy 18: 15-20
Psalm 111
I Corinthians 8: 1-13
 Mark 1: 21-28
Introduction:

We start with Desperate Preachers.com this morning.
A person named “Wonderer” wrote the following about Jesus’ words in Mark., which I just read for you.

“I have faithful folks who come to church regularly
every Sunday. People who acknowledge that their
coming to church is a good thing. Helps them reset
for another week. Helps them feel good and get
recharged.

But none come to mind easily who come to church
regularly actually believing that real,
honest-to-goodness transformation is gonna occur
in THEIR lives. No one actually believes that, by
daring to worship and receive a Word from God that
they will actually live in a radically different
way. 

The message of the church having actual power to
transform? Well let's not get carried away. We're
just hoping for a nice comforting sermon. A good
joke or two thrown in makes it extra special. And
a good ol' familiar hymn, followed by a warm cup
of coffee during fellowship time where they can
connect some with other polite Christian folk.”
I ask you. Is this true for you?
Another person, who calls themselves, WSP in Il., wrote in response to some of the above comment.


“Do slow miracles happen in our churches? I
believe that sometimes they're the only miracles
that happen. And we don't always have eyes to see
them.”

I must confess that I have not seen any sudden transformation of anyone,  that I recall over the years. Are you one or do you know of one, that I do not know about?

But, my hunch is that, over the years, there are some, who have been changed, transformed, or renewed in some way that made a permanent difference in their lives. Are you one of those people, or do you know of someone, you have seen changed like this?

The people of Capernaum did not notice the apparent miracle , but what caught their eye was how Jesus taught with authority.

Do you find your church leaders speaking with authority over the years? Is it authoritative vs. authoritarian? We all know people who sound like a know-it-all. I would hope that is not who we are in this church.

Going back to that word “transformed”. The demon possessed man was certainly transformed. Today, we could include anyone who has changed a bad habit or an addiction, that has captured them over the years. But, I have not known you for a life time. Can you see a difference? Is that not good news of great Joy, because some- how, someway, God has touched you through a new authoritative message, whether it came from the Bible, a preacher, a friend or a teaching?
Let us all Give Thanks for how people have been touched, transformed and renewed even if we do not know their names, and especially, if we do know them.
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