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Introduction:
Our four lectionary texts of the day have two themes: suffering and mission. Reading through these scriptures this week, we find suffering in the Israelites desperately needing water. What most of us do not know or remember is that 10 times during the Exodus journey the Israelites provoke God. Of course, they take it out on Moses as he is the scape goat for their troubles.
What is provoke? : “to cause the occurrence of (a feeling or action) : to make (something) happen.”
In this story we find God then leading them to Horeb, or Mt. Horeb as we know it. We need to remember the Isrelites have yet to receive the Ten Commandments. This is Exodus 17. It is three chapters later that we find the commandments are given.
So, Moses strikes the rock and the people receive their water. 

But there is a price to pay for their complaining. The place is named: Massah and Meribah and to this day we still remember it.

Massah and Meribah mean quarreling and testing “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
Remember this is only one of ten times the Israelites complain and murmur against God. Finally, God gets fed up with their complaints and makes them stay in the wilderness until they all die off and only their descendants get to enter the Promised Land.

We do not often think about the Psalms as a history lesson, but today this Psalm looks back.

95:8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 

95:9 when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 

95:10 For forty years I loathed that generation and said, "They are a people whose hearts go astray, and they do not regard my ways." 

95:11 Therefore in my anger I swore, "They shall not enter my rest."
When we turn to the Gospel lesson we again find the event about water. This Samaritan woman being alone, at noon, at the well speaks volumes about who she was.

Alone at noon tells us she is an outcaste even of the hated Samaritans. She has no respect and social recognition in the town. She is alone and obviously lonely. Noon is not the time anyone wants to go to the well to draw water. It was hard work, with the heat on top of that, she would jump at the offer of never having to go to the well again.
Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 

4:8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 

4:9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 

4:10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 

4:11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 

4:12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?"
We know the rest of the story how she went back and told the town and how they all came out to see him. Are we as amazed as they are that this Jew had anything to do with Samaritans?
The book of Acts really explains what happened here.

Acts 1: 8  It is reported that the gospel was to move from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria, and to the world.

Today, we are the world that knows this story. It is a faith story from Egypt to Eau Claire. 

Conclusion:

There will be trials and suffering all along the way, yet God is always faithful. 

Can we like the Samaritans say to the woman, 

"It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world."

You hear me preach each week. Do you now know that Jesus “ is truly the Savior of the world;" yes, your savior?
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