A Brief History of Abraham to Passover!
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Introduction: 

Abraham is the father of the Jewish and Christian faith, and yes, the Muslim faith as well. God lead him into the wilderness with no knowledge of where he would go, but trusted in God to be faithful. The Muslims trace their history of Abraham through a slave girl’s son. 
God’s faithfulness to Abraham and Sarah did not include this lineage. When Abram and Sari were much too old to have children, they had faith that God would number their descendents like the sands of the sea. Isaac was their son.

Isaac married Rebecca and they had twins Esau and Jacob.

Through deceitful actions Rebecca and Jacob tricked Isaac to give Jacob his blessing. So the youngest becomes the ruler over the eldest.  Jacob has 12 sons. His favorite is the youngest called Joseph. Joseph is spoiled. He is given a special coat of many colors, which sets him apart from the other sons.  He also is a dreamer, and both his brothers and father are upset with the dreams, which claim they will someday bow down to him as their leader. He is hated by his brothers. So, by chance they have him sold as a slave, and they tell Jacob that he has been killed by wild animals.

Through a series of events both good and bad, Joseph ends up being the Pharaoh’s right hand man, because he explained the dreams the Pharaoh had, when no one else could. The dreams said there would be 7 years of prosperity and 7 years of famine.

When Jacob and his family also suffer from the famine they come to Egypt seeking food. They do not recognize Joseph dressed as an Egyptian, and now is the one they bow down to as the dream said so long ago. It is a long complicated story, but well worth reading starting with Genesis chapter 37.

All goes well and the family is reunited and saved from the famine.

As years go by the entire generation have died off. A new pharaoh comes on the throne, and knows nothing about Joseph and why the Hebrew people were in Egypt. He is threatened by their large population, and thus begins the enslavement of these people, that leads to the Exodus story.

Moses now comes on the scene and there are the stories of the plagues that hit Egypt as God hears the cries of the slaves. 

Please note that the slaves did not know God, but God cared through Moses. 

You may recall last Sunday’s message was about God’s truth to power?

Finally, we arrive at our story this night.

Exodus 11; 1- 12:14
On this night that Jesus was arrested, the disciples with Jesus are celebrating the Passover. The angel of death passed over the doors with the blood on the door posts, and the people were eating unleven bread.

Now, Jesus changes the entire meaning of the event. The Angel of Death now passes over all those who believe Jesus is the Savior of the world. The blood offered is Jesus’ blood, and the bread symbolizes the body of Jesus.

So, in brief I have shared with you how we came to this moment in our history as the people of God. It all started with Abraham and Sarah. 

It is important that we remember our religious heritage for it is too easy to forget how faithful God has been to those who trust in the Lord.
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