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Isaiah 62: 1-5
Psalm 36: 5-10
I Corinthians 12; 1-11
John 2: 1-11
Introduction: 
This is still the season of Epiphany.  It starts with January 6. This is the time we celebrate the coming of the wise men to see Jesus. This is the time God reveals Christ to the non-Jews, the wise men or what they called Gentiles. Epiphany means a moment of sudden intuitive understanding; flash of insight.
It is another way of understanding Emanuel or its meaning “God is with us.”
Today we have the story of the wedding of Cana in Galilee. It is a wedding like any other in Israel. These lasted for several days and lots of food and drink were both planned and expected by the guests. It was a big deal for a small town.
We do not know who this was or how if at all Mary was related to the family.  It is suggested that she was possibly best friend of the mother of the bird. How else would she know the party was about to become a bust when they ran out of wine?  She knew it before the wine steward knew it.

Some believe this is Mary’s sister’s wedding? Who and how would Mary come to know and be friends with people with servants and 6 purification jars?

Now what does this story have to do with Epiphany, Emanuel and the wise men? The first clue is that Mary comes and tells Jesus, and suggests he do something. 

It has always intrigued me, that she seems to know something about Jesus that made him special concerning this event.  She orders the servants to “Do whatever he tells you." 

She has power and she uses it. 

Who do you know that at a wedding or great celebration would have this kind of unquestioned power and she is not part of the immediate family?
She even over rides Jesus’ comment about “it is not my time yet.”
But, now the ball is in Jesus’ court and he is expected to act and act he does. Not with a flashy showman wave of the hand and a grandstand entrance.  He merely orders the filling of the stone water jars to be filled with water.

Now, these were not just any jars, but the jars used for the Jewish rites of purification. The Jews had all kinds of events that demanded water cleansings, but why so many here are strange to me. We are talking of 180 gallons of water. This is amazing! The purification water is changed to wine.  
Now, we have all heard of this story for many years. We know it is the first of many signs of Jesus as the Messiah. This shows to us what incarnation means in Jesus. He is both human and divine. He lives among us. He is truly one of us! 
Some people believe that the changing of the water to wine is sign of his giving his blood for us on the cross? What do you think?

Jesus’ hesitancy to do anything could be another temptation he faces. His comment about “my time has not come,” could be selfish or self-interest, but he rethinks it in his life’s mission to help others?
This relates to what someone said in my reading this week. “Anyway, if they were close friends -- Jesus' family and the wedding families -- then Jesus would have wanted even more to save them embarrassment. I wonder if he found joy in saving
his friends from embarrassment. Could this have helped shaped his budding ministry? Could this have been the moment that he decided lifting up the dignity of all would be a cornerstone for his
message?”
The part I liked best in this quote is Jesus’ saving them from embarrassment. Over and over again, I remember Jesus’ words, “I have come that you might have life and have it with abundance.”

How does this match up with our daily lives?

Conclusion:

When you hear a criticism or a put down, or an insult, how does that fit with Jesus’ words of wanting those people to have life and with abundance?  When we look at the poor, the lonely, the hungry, the homeless, the reject and the immigrant, are we Christ to those who need life and with abundance?
Could it be that when we show compassion, mercy, forgiveness and love, that we, too, are performing miracles that keep others from embarrassment as Jesus did?
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