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Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11
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I Thessalonians 5: 16-24
John 1: 6-8, 19- 28

Introduction: 
There is a reason we have Isaiah as our Old Testament scripture today. Jesus uses the first two verses of this scripture to introduce his vision and goal as preacher, teacher, leader and visionary for the people of Israel. 

This is Joy Sunday in Advent. The message of Isaiah is for all those who are used and abused. These people are the oppressed, the broken hearted, the captives, release to the prisoners and to comfort all who mourn. To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor is very good news. 

But, notice what is left out. Jesus does not say “this is the day of vengeance of our God.”
Those people of our day who are so miss guided, just do not get it. Jesus never talked or practiced tourcher. Jesus never said to kill of all the gays and lesbians. Jesus never would approve taking from the poor and giving to the rich. 
For again, Isaiah says, “For I the Lord love justice. I hate robbery and wrongdoing.”
The Apostle Paul tells us to “Rejoice always.” Is this not good news for a Joy Sunday? Then he tells us how to rejoice. “Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances… Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise the words of the prophets…. 
Then notice the next line. “…but test everything, hold fast to what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”
Why?  Because we have a God of peace.

Now, in one sense this passage from Paul is getting a head of ourselves on this Advent Sunday. But it reminds us of what we are anticipating.  We already know Christ has come, but there is more to cheer about. John the Baptist is telling us once again, that in one sense we are all “John, the Baptists.” We have a story to tell and a life to live, which explains the Good News that is yet to come for many people in our world. Jesus is going to be like the words from Isaiah. But, they are our marching orders as well. Who do we know who are oppressed, mourn, broken hearted and need release from prisons of the body, mind and soul as well as physical prisons?
This Joy Sunday may not be so much for you and me, this year, as we are to bring Joy for those who have little or none to experience.

John the Baptist came bringing repentence and baptism for the forgiveness of sins. There is plenty of Joy in the hearts and minds and spirits of those who have repented and found forgiveness for their sins. 
Who knows? Could it be that we too need to repent and ask God to forgive us, that we may receive this Advent Joy as well?
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