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I Samuel 1: 4-20 
II Samuel 2: 1-10

Hebrews 10: 11-25
Mark 13: 1-8
Introduction: 
Last week was the story of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz our ancestors of faith who were real people. Today, the list of ancestors goes on. Hannah, Eli and Samuel also are added to our memory.

Hannah was constantly being wickedly teased, bullied and put down. But, when she prayed and talked with Eli, the priest, she calmed down, relaxed and trusted that God would be faithful. 
It was an Already and not yet situation. 

She trusted God and God eventually answered her prayers.

It is later we learn this son of her’s becomes one of, if not the most important, of all the prophets in the bible.

In the book of Hebrews text for today, we again remember this book is written specifically to the Jews who were now making the transition to following Jesus.

These Jews knew all about the temple, the priests and the duties of those priests. The priest who stands is continually serving. Too much like our own life are these duties repeated over and over again. We know what that is like: mowing the grass over and over, going to work over and over, washing the dishes over and over, making the bed over and over.
The other priest, who we know as Jesus, made his sacrifice, access to God is open and God’s word is heard.  Now he has completed his work and sits down beside God the Father. But the text goes on… until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”
But, what needs to noted is that his followers (that is us) are still standing. We still have work to do in announcing and being the Good News.

This, too, is also an Already and not Yet.

In military terms, the war is over, and you and I are the mop up operation. The kingdom has come, yet the task of sharing it remains for us to share.

In the story of Jesus and the disciples looking at the massive temple building, we find Jesus telling those disciples he has a different goal and focus. 

He says, “Beware that no one leads you astray.” All this will not last, and my kingdom is a totally different kind of structure.
Neither buildings nor electronic gadgets make up the kingdom of God. Relationships are what mattered.

Legend has it that St. Lawrence, a 3rd century deacon in Rome, was martyred when commanded by Roman authorities to hand over the church’s riches. He responded by gathering the city’s lame, sick, poor, and excluded, presenting them as the church’s real treasure. 

Michaela Bruzzese says, “The reign of God is diametrically apposed to structures of exploitation and injustice, especially those done in the name of God. Any religion that does not put God’s treasure- the least of these- first will only lead many astray.  Beware.”

Conclusion:

Our world just does not get it. The rich do not get it. The powerful do not get it. The terrorists do not get it. The victory is won! Christ is King, and nothing they can do can change that!
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