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Introduction: 
To understand this text, we must go back 10 verses to the beginning of chapter 15. Jesus has just had the feeding of the 5000 plus women and children. The Pharisees and Scribes get wind of this and immediately set out from Jerusalem to put Jesus in his place. This is earth shaking in that nothing makes the Pharisees and Scribes ever leave Jerusalem. They immediately attack Jesus for allowing his disciples to break the Tradition of the elders and not wash before they eat.

To these religious leaders breaking the Traditions of the elders was equal to breaking the Commandments.

But, Jesus attacks right back. “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? Honor your father and mother,” and “whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.”

Now, notice this tradition. “Whatever support you might have had from me is given to God, then that person need not honor the father.”

In Jesus’ day the family was to take care of the elders in their old age. This would be like our social security. But, the religious leaders are saying to the people, if you pledge this money to God, you do not have to support your parents.

Jesus calls them hypocrites, because they claim to give this money to God, but did they?  Really?
Now, we come to today’s readings. What goes into the mouth goes out and to the sewer. What comes from the mouth comes from the heart.

15:19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.

15:20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile."

Now Jesus left that place and actually went out of Israel into Tyre and Sidon, which is Canaanite country. 
The Pharisees and Scribes would never leave Israel, so Jesus is left alone.

Now, comes a new interruption for Jesus.
This is all about borders. He leaves Israel. He goes to a place that is socially unacceptable. The biblical scholars claim this section of Cana is “where the so-called outcasts, unclean, and undesirables live.”  These are rejects of society.

A woman, who is a Canaanite comes to Jesus with two strikes against her. She is a woman and a foreigner. 

By the social standards of the day, she should never speak to any man let alone these foreigners. 

It seems that Jesus is allowing the disciples to handle this situation, only they cannot control her. 
"Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon."
They suggest sending her away. 

Jesus says, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
It is important that we see a couple of things in this exchange.

First, the woman calls Jesus Lord, Son of David.  

No one has ever called Jesus this before. Not even the Disciples said or knew Jesus as “Lord, Son of David.”
There is no question in my mind that Jesus heard this and made this a teaching moment for her and for his disciples.

15:24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
This is obviously a set up statement, as the Messiah to all Israelites was to save them, and only them. All Israel thought the Messiah was to only save Israel. But, we know he came to save the world and not just Israel. 
15:25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me."

15:26 He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs."
15:27 She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."
For both the Jews and anyone outside of Israel it was the common normal thing to call non Jews of any kind a “Dog.”
To get the impact of this picture.

Have any of you women been called a “bitch”, or know someone who has?  This was a very degrading thing to treat people in those days and now.
Yet, the woman, in her deep love for her daughter did not give up.

15:27 She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."
Jesus’ response was immediate. 15:28 Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed instantly.
Conclusion:

First, we need to remember the Commandments are more important than any traditions we might hold.

This story could make some people think Jesus only came for the Jews. That was the Tradition of the day. But, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but may have eternal life.”

This verse over rides traditions and other verses in the bible that do not agree. This means not all verses in the bible have the same authority as each other.
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