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Introduction: 
What a sad period in history for Samuel. We find the story beginning in I Samuel 8. Last week the elders of Israel came to Samuel and said, “'You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.' 
This must seem like a double slap in the face to Samuel. “ You are old….” Basically it is telling Samuel he is way past his prime and the elders are not going to listen to him any more.
Secondly, his sons do not listen to him either, and are not fit to be his replacements. So, what was going on with the sons, that disqualified them from being leaders? 
Listen to Samuel 8:1-4 When Samuel grew old, he made his sons judges in Israel. The older son was named Joel and the younger one Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. But they did not follow their father’s example; they were interested only in making money, so they accepted bribes and did not decide cases honestly.”

So Samuel sees the faithlessness of his sons and now even knows that the leaders agree that they, too, are not fit to lead the people as a prophet or leader.

The third point is insult to injury as the Israelites want a king.
After praying to the Lord, God said, “they are not rejecting you, but they are rejecting me from being king over them.”
To be honest, I had forgotten that God was king over them.

And once again we see that Israel forgets what God has already done for them and how he has protected them in the past.

Next we see it is Samuel, not God, who then lists all the things that kings do, which the people are not going to like.

1. Take your sons and make them into his army of horsemen and chariots.

2 Take you daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakes and we can add concubines as well. This means these young people can have no lover and chose who they will marry or how to take care of their parents in their old age.
3 Take the best of your fields and vinyards and olive orchards and give them to his favorite leaders.

4 Take one 10th  of your grain and your vineyards and give it to his officers and courtiers.

5 Take you male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work.

6 Take one 10th  of  your flocks , and you shall be his slaves.

But, the people would not listen to him.

So, they went to Gilgal and made Saul their king and as you can expect “Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly."
But, we know Samuel was in mourning

Now, all that was last week.

This week, all that has changed. Saul has failed in many ways, and fallen out of favor with God and Israel. Samuel is now grieving over Saul.  With all Saul’s failures, he is also mental ill.
God says to anoint a new king.

Our scripture of the day tells how he went to the town of Bethlehem and the elders are petrified.

It is always a fearful event when a prophet shows up in a town on announced. It is instant fear. What have they done wrong. 

I have come to sacrifice and you are invited as well. So off to Jesse’s house we see this long selection process and to everyone’s amazement David, the youngest, and the least experienced is chosen as the new king.

But, the text does not say so, we find Samuel leaves and goes to Ramah. There he will hide from king Saul until he dies.

Conclusion:

Who of us have not made bad decisions?  Everyone in this story did that, too. 

The good news is that God does not give up on them.  God does not give up on us either. Thanks be to God!

God  is still king, which we sing every Christmas.  No president is our king. No political party is our final trust.

What do we proclaim the last Sunday of our church year?  It is Christ, the King Sunday! It is not too late to remember this!
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