Baptized to be just!
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Isaiah 42:1`-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew3: 13-17
Introduction: 
John the Baptist did two things. First he came to announce the coming of the Messiah. Second, he called the people to repent and be baptized in preparation for that coming.

When Jesus came to be baptized by John, the response was “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
John, by our human point of view was certainly correct. But, the response of Jesus was for another reason. 
“Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 

This was one more way for us as human beings to see that this God, who has come to earth, is fully a human being like we are. He did not need to be baptized, because he was sinless.
But,  what few us probably notice is the real baptism of Jesus comes at the close of his ministry beginning with his prayer in Gethsemane “not my will by yours be done.”
Have you ever heard of the statement “going through a baptism of fire?”
Even Jesus said as much, when in Luke 12:49 he says, “I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is over.” Constraint here means he is “forced to repress natural feelings.”
So, his real baptism was this baptism of fire as he suffered, bled, died and rose again.

We need to see we are baptized into Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. John, the Baptist’s, baptism was one repentance for sin, but without commitment to be followers of Jesus.
What we are doing in baptism and confirmation is declaring we are freely choosing to die to our way of living and choosing to follow Jesus in His way of living. When we repent or confess our sins, we are saying we have forgotten or failed to follow Jesus’ way and our way does not work to find life at its very best.

Gustaf Wingren in his book on the creeds says, “The basic meaning of baptism is here very clear: death, life-giving death.” It should be viewed as “…an execution that takes place in full view of the public.” 
We need to see the real Baptism as Christ’s crucifixion, while we seek to be followers of such a savior.

Now, we can go on to the texts of the morning and be blown away by this good news story. 

The Jews saw themselves as the chosen people of God. They did not see others outside their nationality as equal or even valued by God. Now, we find Peter, the most stubborn of all the disciples, saying he has learned something new. 
“I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in ever nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. … All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness through his name.”

As baptized people we are called to be just, loving and showing no partiality to all the people of the world as did Peter. 
We may be surprised by the direction of our last election, but it is the last gasps of violence by white privilege, who deny certain people as left out.  Our baptism is a pledge to the one, who is known to “…loved the world.” All of it; showing no partiality!
Conclusion:

Now, let us turn in our hymnal to the Apostles’ Creed #881.

A few weeks ago we read the Nicene Creed. This creed is about Communion. The Apostles’ Creed is about baptism.

Let us read it together.
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