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Acts 2: 1-21
Psalm  104: 24-34, 35b
Romans 8: 22-27

John 15: 26-27, 16: 4b-15

Introduction: 
Today we have a choice. Do we talk about Memorial Day and the memories we have of past loved ones, deeds and experiences that are important to us, or do we deal with Pentecost?

This year I have chosen Pentecost. The text does two things. First comes the farewell address given by Jesus to God, the Father, but for the benefit of the disciples.

There may be some surprises in these verses?
 God gave the disciples to Jesus, and they have “kept your word” and been faithful. They were not perfect. They did not know everything, but they knew enough. They knew how be good people, and they learned how to love one another.

They came to know that Jesus was/is the true Messiah of the Jews, who came for the entire world.

“17:15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.”
Jesus is not taking them out of the world, but leaves them here to show the world how to live in the world for Jesus’ sake. The text says, “so that they may be one, as we are one.”

“17:16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.”

We do not preach this much in main line protestant churches, but it is implied in much that we do preach. We proclaim a community of believers. This community is not like any community in the world. We love God through Jesus Christ, we pray for each other, we encourage each other, we care about friends and neighbors who are hurting and still may have nothing to do with our church. The text says it this way: “17:16 They do not belong to the world….”
Jesus goes on to ask God, the Father, to “17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”
Remember last week, when I defined “sanctify”? It is literally “set apart for a particular use in a special purpose or work and to make holy or sacred.”

“As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.”
This is very important. We are sanctified. We are a sent people. We are not only to come to church, but church is not everything. Church as we have heard before is like a gas station. We come to be filled, so that how we live out in the world, shares God’s love and grace mercy and compassion. 
Second, we are reminded that this is the birthday of the church. It is the time the disciples are gathered together as believers. It is the time the Holy Spirit comes upon all who are gathered there, and they are changed forever.
There are always doubters about every situation and this one is no exception. The doubters in the text just think they are drunk.

But, history has more than proved them wrong, as those early disciples bravely and courageously proclaim Jesus and his love for them and our entire world.

Peter tells all who are there, that Joel talked about this even many years before this happened.

Conclusion:

Today, the Spirit is upon us, too, as Jesus said, it would not come until he was gone from this earth.  We may not know everything just as those early disciples were limited in their knowledge. But, what they knew was enough. They knew they were loved by Jesus and God.  They knew how to love those around them.
We have been doing that all along as well. What we do not know is how God will give us the opportunity to love one another in the coming week. Go out and be the good news of Jesus in all you are and do!
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