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II Samuel 11: 26- 12:13a
Psalm 51: 1-12
Ephesians 4: 1-16
John 6: 24-35

Introduction:
What do you want to be when you grow up?
Near the end of our reading in Ephesians we find these words of the Apostle Paul:

“ 4:14 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.”
What an odd text to give to the church today. Especially, this congregation, when most all of us are near or past retirement age.

“14 We must no longer be children….”

We must no longer be like Charlie Brown and how seemingly wishy washy he is. He is so uncertain. He is so insecure. Everyone else seems to have their act together. Even Snoopy, the dog, seems more mature than does Charlie Brown.

Is it just me, or do we all, even at our age, have those moments when we would like more clarity, more certainty, or at least once be able to say, A Ha, I have it right, so there.  And then  we stick out our tongue or maybe jut out our nose and wiggle our fingers at the Na sayers?

But, this is still childish behavior.

Let us return to Paul as he writes from his sewer like prison, which was nothing but a hole in the ground with an iron grate over it, and a guard on top. 
He is still not stewing in his juices because of his misfortune. He calls the Ephesian church and us with these words.

4:1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,

4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,

Next to Jesus, himself, how can one be more mature than totally focusing your life on others, when you sit in a pile of manure and no hope of rescue?

Now, it may not be anything you and I would desire, but it might help us to compare our situation with the Apostle Paul.

We have so many options of what do and do with our time, and gifts. He has two options, which may be his blessing in disguise.

He cares for others, or he wallows in self pity.

He is calling us to dump all our many distractions in life as if they were a pile of manure. He does not say that here, but he does elsewhere in his writings.
It is reported that the 3 most famous things known around the world is Jesus, Coca Cola and Elvis.

But, you and I both know our lives and choices are not that simple.

We have cars, bikes, horses, cell phones, sports and millions of places to eat. 

Conclusion:

Once we get rid of the distractions, Paul wants us “to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,

4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,

4:3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

I believe we all are attempting to follow Paul’s advice in our own feeble way. But, it also helps to know we are not alone in this endeavor.

Lesslie Newbigin was a famous missionary, who with different words captures Paul’s dream for all of us.
He wrote a book entitled “The Gospel in a Pluralist Society”.  “He envisions the faithful church of the future with the following qualities:
1. It will be a community of praise.

2. It will be a community of truth.’

3. It will be a community that does not live for itself but is deeply involved in the concerns of it neighborhood.

4. It will be a community where men and women are prepared for and sustained in the exercise of the priesthood in the world.

5. It will be a community of mutual responsibility.

6. It will be a community of hope.”
4:14” We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine….”  
Let us not be afraid to be adults in world that is full of lost and confused children.
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