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Introduction: 
As we look at these two men in the gospel lesson, they describe stereotypes. All Pharisees were not so self- centered. All Tax Collectors did not feel any shame in what they were doing. The truth, that is often overlooked about the Pharisees, is their honest attempt to preserve their faith as they understood it. The Tax collectors of that day, made their sole living off any taxes they could collect above the Roman tax code. They were paid no salary by the Romans. 
Both men did not understand the proper use of boundaries.

There was a lot of “us” vs “them” just like we have today.

A few weeks ago we had a professor from UWEC come and talk to us about boundaries, but she never used that term.

At our church business meeting in a few minutes, we will be voting on whether our church will join other congregations that are publicly “Open and Affirming Congregations.” It has to deal with how we will relate to LGBT people in our society.

But, what this professor taught us that night was a much larger picture than the gay question.
She gave us a sheet called a “Social Identity Wheel.” This wheel has eleven categories, which showed us where we have conscious and unconscious boundaries in our daily lives. Some of these we each think about often. Most of them we just take for granted.

I am going to go through the list, so you can see what each are and how we relate to others.  When I am done, I will tell you, what I discovered from this study.

There is no right or wrong order to these, nor is one more important than another. But it can be asked: Do we treat all people the same regardless of these following categories? 

1. Age-
2.  National Origin- 

3. Race- 

4. Gender – male or female
5. Biological Sex- 
6. Socio- Economic Status- this could be those who are rich or poor, or so called upper, middle or lower classes.
7. Religion or Spiritual Affiliation-  religions and denominations.  Mormons or Pentecostals etc.
8. Sexual Orientation- Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, or Transgender.
9. First Language- those who have a different first language than you and I do.
10. Ethnicity- associated with or belonging to a particular race or group of people who have a culture that is different from the main culture of our country, like Hmongs, Native Americans, Norwegian and Czech festivals.
11. Physical, Emotional, Developmental Ability- those who are disabled in some manner, mental illness, war injured
Now, that we have heard this list, we might not know or understand everything here, but where do you sense you might have a broken relationship with some of these people? Where do we not treat these people as equals?
Jesus said, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
Do we remember that, Sin: is a broken relationship with God, and with Who and what God loves?
As we return to the story of the Pharisee and Tax Collector, we find broken relationships that they have with certain others.

The lists we have looked at today are where we have broken boundaries, where God is calling us to change in some manner.

The church at its best is a place of faith, hope and love, where we all know we have broken boundaries in some manner. 

All my life I have heard people say, that the church is full of hypocrites. It is time we react to this statement. Yes, it is true and even the Saints were and are sinful broken people according to this list.
There are also people within our churches, who want people to be perfect before they join with us. It is time we welcome these others to join us in healing and renewal. God does the healing and calls us to welcome others, who have yet to know God’s Grace and Love. 
It is time to remember that the church is actually a spiritual hospital. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
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