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Introduction: 
All the texts of the day are about authority.

I must sound like a broken record that I repeat so often, “Who gets to tell you who you are?”

The Israelites are challenging the authority of Moses and Aaron as they are short on water. 

We have not had that problem since we last thought of Texas, Florida, or  Puerto Rico. Water is their number one problem. How to get rid of it, and how to find and receive fresh water for themselves.

Next after water comes the cry of the needy. Why are you not helping me and us? You, who have authority in the United States; why are you not doing something?
Roads and truck drivers are immediate needs to get that water where it is needed. As of last night it sounded like the military is now doing something.

Speaking of authority, no one has explained where or why the many truck drivers are no showing up for their jobs at the terminals?  It does not help them, but that is my question. Where are they? 

Those leaders are like Moses and the Israelites. Massah and Meribah mean quarrel and testing. We know this is happening in  Puerto Rico as we see it on TV. Of course it is happening in Texas and Florida, but we dwell on where the headlines are.
When we turn to the letter of Paul to the Philippians, we also know some kind of conflict is going on, but he never tells what it is. He stresses turning to their authority, who is Jesus Christ and have a united goal. What we do know is that there was too much self centeredness going on.

Paul says, “2:3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.

2:4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.

2:5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,….”

Again, turning to our own politics, we find our leaders primarily interested in their own well fare. 

When we read the gospel lesson of the day, the religious leaders are threatened bym,   the influence and authority of Jesus. This simply means their normal followers are turning to Jesus and not trusting them any longer. They are losing their authority.
On the lectionary website this week there was a lot of discussion on why Jesus told this parable about the two sons and work in the vineyard. 

To me, it is obvious. Which son listened to the authority of their father and did something about it?

Conclusion:

So, it comes down to us. Are we complaining, testing and still murmuring from last week’s lesson? Are we too wrapped up in our own issues, and ignoring the real needs of our country and world? Could it be that we could dig a little deeper in our pockets for the hurricane victims and let our own needs slide for awhile?

Is God really our authority and what is God saying to our hearts and minds with these crises so fresh and so urgent?
Who really gets to tell us who we are and who’s we are?
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