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Curiosity!
Rev. David J. Stratton

Genesis 12: 1-4a

Psalm 121

Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17

John 3: 1-17

Every now and then you have heard me say, “Who do you identify in the scripture stories?

For now, I will assume you would pick Nicodemus rather than Jesus. Nicodemus was one of the leaders of the Jews. He was well educated. He comes by night because his reputation would be destroyed if the word got out that he was there. The other Jewish leaders saw Jesus as one more religious quack. If they could trap him into saying he is the Messiah, then they can put him to death. 

It is a strange situation for these Jews. They want the Messiah to come, but not yet. The reason for the “Not yet” is that they would lose control and the Messiah would take over. Furthermore, their faith was not that strong to really believe he would come.
Nicodemus was more open and found in Jesus something far more different than the normal “so called” saviors or religious phonies, who had come before. 
He says: "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God."
So, the signs Jesus does have hooked him.

We need to note, that signs were the acid test for people of that day. Over and over we hear the Jews ask him for a sign. Even John, the Baptist’s followers come and ask for a sign.
Though it was very risky, Nicodemus’ curiosity drove him to come at night to learn for himself, who this man, Jesus, really was.

Jesus’ reply is: "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above."
Nicodemus misunderstands the answer. How can you be born again as a grown adult?

He did not catch that Jesus said “…born from above.”

Jesus builds on his answer: "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.”

3:6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
We know more here than we realize.  Born of the water is Baptism. John, the Baptist, was doing it, Jesus was preaching it, and Nicodemus would have heard of it himself. As for the Spirit, the Jews were so locked into their Tradition, that the Spirit as part of their faith would have been foreign for them and therefore, to Nicodemus.
It is fascinating that Jesus shares with this man, the following: 

3:14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
3:15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
This is the first reference to Jesus dying on the cross, and it is not to the disciples.
Many bible scholars do not believe Jesus said John 3: 16. Yet, we know it to be true and one of our greatest sayings.

3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

3:17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
Conclusion:

Curiosity may have driven Nicodemus to Jesus at great personal risk, but it is believed he became a follower and was involved in the burial of Jesus after the crucifixion.

So, what grabs you with this story, and Nicodemus’ faith?
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