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Introduction: 
Have you ever been waiting for someone and the longer you waited the more anxious you became? This time you were waiting. How long was it? ½ hr., or an hour?

The Israelites were waiting days for Moses to return. 

I cannot blame them for being anxious. 

Have you ever dealt with a crisis that seems to go on forever? Week after week you pray and wonder when will this end? Will there ever be a resolution to what you are facing? God, why have you not done something?  Is it time for a new look at whether God really is God?

This to me is the delema that the Israelites are facing. Remember, these are probably poor uneducated people. When would any of them have time to learn and grow in understanding anything that we would call education? 
Aaron was like the rest. As far as we know he, too, was a sheep herder like Moses.

If Moses is really gone and not coming back, what do you do now?

It seems that the only thing Aaron and the Israelites knew would be what they experienced back in Egypt. So, it is no surprise that Aaron molds a golden calf, which was one of the most popular and well liked gods of the Egyptians.

So, the next day the people rose up to have a festival to this god, because they did not know what else to do.

We know too much about this story. We know this is foolish and even silly. 

But, are we any less foolish? 
If we would make a list of our most important concerns, could it be that they have crowded out our time, and talents and treasures to God?

Paul Tillich, who was a famous theologian of the last century, said, that “Whatever is our ultimate concern is our god.”

To look around at the way many people act, we can see that they seem to make their sports teams more important than anything else, or those right now who are arguing over the importance of the American flag, and the issue of how to respect it correctly. There are those who seem to make too much over their homes, their careers, and their material possessions. Is it possible, that they are making these things their ultimate concerns?
The good news is that Moses did come back. Yes, both he and God came back, but they blew their stack. But, even that is good news. 

Have you never blown up over something your children did and it was because they were so important to you and they did do something wrong or misbehaved?

So, Moses calms God’s anger and reminds God how his reputation would be destroyed, if the Egyptians found out he wiped out the slaves.

Yet, there is good news here for us, too. 
God does change his mind. This means he may change his mind with us as well, when and where we fail to live up to what he desires.

Thanks be to God!
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