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Introduction: 
I do not like this story. I can and do believe that we need to forgive without end. Yet, I know and you know, I know little if anything about forgiveness.

You have heard my comments now and then about times I have been hurt, offended and used and abused. It is embarrassing to confess to you, when I share these thoughts. It shows I have not yet dealt with forgiveness.

So, I am hear today unfortunately as a good “bad example.”

I say the words, but what is missing is experience.

Jesus tells this story of forgiveness before he dies on the cross.

Why did he die on the cross- For the forgiveness of sin? Whose sin, Yours and mine and yes, even everyone in the world.

So, what makes it so hard for us to forgive?

Remember the Seven Deadly Sins? Here is the list; just in case you forgot them.
.1 Lust
.2 Gluttony
.3 Greed
.4 Sloth
.5 Wrath
.6 Envy

.7 Pride
What makes it hard for me is the last one. 
It slaps me in the face with my own counsel to others. Over the years, I have said to people- maybe even to one of you. “So, your smarter than God, HUH?

God can forgive, but you cannot. 
In our text today, we find these words.

18:33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?'
God’s gift of grace and mercy comes with no strings attached. My pride gets in the way of letting go and letting God be God!

It does seem at times, that I do let it go and something hits a nerve and it all returns.

Yes, pride comes before a fall!  

So, I cannot come before you and say look at how wonderful I am, that a certain hurt is no longer haunting me.  But in honesty, I can and do have a prayer, which God understands.
“God, help me to forgive as you forgive.” 

Conclusion:

We are here this morning as imperfect people seeking to do the perfect will of God. We all have broken one or more of the 7 deadly sins, and the Ten Commandments. Does that make us hypocrites? Probably, yet, because of God’s love, we trust in His grace, mercy and forgiveness to love us in spite of ourselves.

So, today, let us Praise God from whom all blessings flow, which even flows upon us.
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