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Introduction: 
Amos talks about summer fruit as an illustration that shows two things. There is no more fruit after the summer fruit. That is the end. Amos is telling the people of Israel that they are summer fruit. Their end is near. There is no more message from God and Israel will be destroyed with most people dead and the rest hauled off to be slaves of a foreign country.
The opportunity for reconciliation with God is over.

What is reconciliation? Simple Definition of reconciliation
· : the act of causing two people or groups to become friendly again after an argument or disagreement 

· : the process of finding a way to make two different ideas, facts, etc., exist or be true at the same time 

In the story of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha, we find the same theme occurring. Martha’s complaint against Mary was in agreement with the cultural Tradition of the day. Women cook and do domestic chores for the men, while they weigh ideas and make great pronouncements about life in general.

Everywhere Jesus goes and teaches he is always against the Jewish Traditions that lock both men and women in straight- jackets of  rules and legalism.

In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he is explaining how Jesus Christ is the One, who reconciles and ties all life and meaning together.
There is a mystery here where two stories might help us?

I found these stories in my reading this week. I do not know who told them.

”On a youth retreat some years ago, I had a box for kids to put questions they wanted me to answer from the Bible. One kid, for fun, put in the question: "how does the jelly get inside the jelly donut?" I decided to answer by saying it was a great mystery. As I searched for a passage with the word "mystery," I came upon this passage (in Colossians). It made for laughter and memorable interaction to ponder the mystery of how the presence of Christ in us changes us from regular old donuts into very special jelly donuts. Wonderful mystery!”

Then I found a reply to this story.
“To the "jelly doughnut" contributor, 

I worked my way through college (long ago) by working summers and holidays at Krispy Kreme. The problem with putting the jelly into the doughnut was not getting the jelly there but not cracking or messing up the fragile sugar glaze on the doughnut when you did it. Verse 22 says that Christ "has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him." If I tried to save myself, the glaze would be broken and the shell mangled but Christ not only inserts himself in us without us looking mangled in God's eyes but heals the imperfections that were already there. Pretty amazing….”

Further on in my reading I found this story that helps us understand how God in Christ holds all things together.

“In him all things hold together- scientists have discovered (or uncovered) that there is no such thing as empty space- what they formerly thought of as empty is filled with magnetic fields. This means that everything is actually connected to everything else. The privilege of the Christian is to know and trust the one in whom all things hold together. 

But that takes faith-when it looks like everything is falling apart, how do you believe that at some level (perhaps beyond our present knowledge or perhaps we are blinded by the moment) that everything is being held together? By continuing in faith- which may be what is meant by "Christ in you, the hope of glory" 
Now let’s go back to the Colossians text as Paul tells them:

“1:15 He (meaning Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;

1:16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers (or summer fruits or magnetic fields or even Jelly donuts-all things have been created through him and for him.

1:17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

Conclusion:

As we experience all the chaos around our country and our world, we of all people need to keep our perspective and faith open to the truths of these scriptures. Jesus Christ is who holds all things together. He is the Reconciler. He is our guide against all  Terrorists. They do not have the last word. Christ came in love and his love through us is stronger than guns and mis-directed mad men.
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