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Introduction: 
Who of us would not like to see God, or at least have God give us a sign so certain, that we would never doubt again about God’s existence?

This is what Moses seems to be asking, too.

Let me see you, God, or at least show me a sign of who you are, or what you look like.
Moses asks:

33:13 “Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people."
33:18 Moses said, "Show me your glory, I pray."
It would certainly be a lot easier to be good, and trust God, if we had more certainty about who God is.
But, there is a hook in our questions, that we must acknowledge up front.  If God gives us this certainty, then there is no need for faith.

If there is no need for faith, than there is no longer our being made in the image of God as is suggested in the bible.

As we look at our own relationships with each other, there is always an unknown factor in that relationship. Even with those we are most intimate, we have a mystery that continues to amaze us as we learn new and different facts throughout our married lives.

So, when God says to Moses, you may not see my face and live, we, too, would no longer qualify to live in this world.
In other words, we would be like God!

One of God’s gifts to us is the Ten Commandments. When we put our trust in those commands, we are staying in relationship with God as the same guide that was given to Moses and those early Israelites. 

Later, as we are given Jesus Christ, we find in human flesh, the one who lives out those Ten Commandments more perfectly as a role model to us today.

This leads us to the Gospel lesson of the day.
The Pharisees and the Herodians have teamed up together to try once again to trap Jesus into looking bad. There is no question that their goal was malice in their hearts.

I was rusty in my understanding of the word “malice”, so I checked it out.

“Malice- the desire to cause pain, injury or distress to another.”

These men were extremely jealous of Jesus and his popularity with the people. They were well educated and credentialed, and Jesus did not have the same professional education. So, they shrewdly come up with this question:

 "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.
22:17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?"
Notice,  too, how syrupy sweet they are in their introduction.
But, notice, too, Jesus’ reply.

22:18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?
22:19 Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius.
He blatantly calls them hypocrites to their face even before he answers. He knows it is a trick question and then he traps them with the request of a denarius. He knows they would have a coin among them, and by implication shows them they are breaking the first two commandments.
What were those commandments?

“You must have no other gods before me.

Do not make an idol for yourself –no form whatsoever.”

Why, Because a devout Pharisee would never have a coin on their person, and it was a rule of the Pharisees to not carry such a coin into the temple at all.

Conclusion:

It is hard, but not impossible to be faithful to God through Jesus. We will never be given certainty in this life time. Our faith and devotion to God makes our relationship genuine even when we do not always live perfectly for Jesus’ sake. 

“Going on to perfection” which is one of the goals of being a United Methodist is a good goal for anyone. Yet, in our imperfection, our God still loves us. This is truly God’s grace! Praise God for this good news!
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