
God Beyond Our Nation!
David J. Stratton

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45
03\19/2017
Introduction:
Most of us have heard of Ezekiel and Valley of the Dry Bones. Or we have heard of the song about the black spiritual “Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around.”

What we may not know or remember is why this story is in the bible.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel both lived about the same time in history. Jeremiah kept warning Israel that they were in deep deep trouble. He said that Israel would be defeated, Jerusalem would be destroyed and the people would be marched off to Babylon as slaves.
All of this did happen, and now they are in captivity. Ezekiel was both a prophet and one of the captives. He has two goals in this story. God can reverse time and God can give life to people where ever they are.
Israel, thanks to King Soloman and those kings that followed him, got sucked into a dumb, dead end idea. The idea was that God was only concerned with Jerusalem, the Temple and the land of Israel. The idea of god being only a national god was common in those days. Once you cross the border, god was powerless to do anything for you.

Ezekiel’s message was new, powerful and full of hope to a people who saw absolutely nothing but despair in their future. God was not a god left behind at the border, but was with them even into captivity. Ten times in 14 verses there is a reference to God’s Spirit being with them with the additional hope of a day they will return to the promised land.

This story is a resurrection story. God is able to reverse whatever crisis is going on and will breathe new life into those full of despair and defeat.

In the gospel lesson of the day, we find the death and resurrection of Lazarus. Wherever there is life on this earth there is going to be crisis, death and loss even with Jesus’ closest friend.

Yet, in life and in death Jesus is still God. “I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me, will never die.”

Conclusion:

We need to see these stories in both a national and personal level. Our God is not a national God.
When we see dictators proclaiming they are smarter than God or totally ignoring what God wants for God’s entire creation, we are 
seeing the story of Ezekiel and Lazarus repeated. 

When Christ died on the Cross it was for the entire world, it was not just for one or two special countries. 

When we finding ourselves in the midst of personal loss and despair, we are like those early Israelites and Mary and Martha– trapped, powerless, feeling alone and abandon by God. 
Like the Psalmist of Psalm 130, we say, “Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, hear my voice!

God heard the prayers of Israel in the Babylonian captivity. God heard the prayers of Mary and Martha. God is hearing our prayers as well. Trust the Spirit’s presence. We, too, will find life again even in the areas where we are experiencing death today.
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