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Genesis15: 1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3: 17- 4: 1

 Luke 13: 31-35
Introduction: 
Today is more of a teaching sermon than a sermon which would help you change or suggest ways to improve your life.

With this also being the season of Lent, I hope you can better understand why certain scriptures are used during this season.

First, I want to share with you a better understanding of the Lectionary, and why I use it each week.

What is the Revised Common Lectionary?
This information comes from the Vanderbilt Divinity Library website.
The Revised Common Lectionary is a three-year cycle of weekly lections used to varying degrees by the vast majority of mainline Protestant churches in Canada and the United States. The RCL is built around the seasons of the Church Year, and includes four lections for each Sunday, as well as additional readings for major feast days. During most of the year, the lections (or readings) are: a reading from the Hebrew (what we call the Old Testament) Bible, a Psalm, a reading from the Epistles (another name for letters), and a Gospel reading. During the season of Easter, the Hebrew Bible lection is usually replaced with one from the Acts of the Apostles. 
The seasons of the Church Year reflect the life of Christ. Consequently, the gospel lections for each Sunday provide the focus for that day. The other lections for a given day generally have a thematic relationship to the gospel reading for that day, although this is not always the case. …One set proceeds mostly * continuously, giving the story of the Patriarchs and the Exodus in Year A, the monarchial narratives in Year B, and readings from the Prophets in Year C. In the other set of readings for Ordinary Time  the readings from the Hebrew Bible are thematically related to the gospel lections. The gospel readings for each year come from one of the synoptic gospels according to the following pattern:

· Year A - Matthew

· Year B - Mark

· Year C - Luke

“* Ordinary Time - The Season of Nurture and Growth - The periods of time following Epiphany (when the magi appear) and Pentecost (when the Spirit  enters the disciples) are referred to as "Ordinary" because their Sundays are numbered in ordinal fashion. The focus of Ordinary Time is on developing a deeper understanding of Christian discipleship. The color for this season is Green (for growth).”
By Jack Zavada 

“The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are very similar, but all three are quite different from the Gospel of John.  Differences between these three "Synoptic Gospels" and John's include the material covered, language used, timeline, and John's unique approach to Jesus Christ's life and ministry.

Synoptic, in Greek, means "seeing or viewing together," and by that definition, Matthew, Mark, and Luke cover much the same subject matter and treat it in similar ways.”
In the Lectionary readings for today we find Jesus traveling around the country side outside of Jerusalem. The Pharisees are religious leaders in Jerusalem, (mostly in Jerusalem) so it is interesting to ask, why they are visiting  Jesus? Most of the time, we find the Pharisees against Jesus and not liking his teachings. Were they really there to warn him of Herod or a greater reason in my opinion is their fear of Jesus starting a revolt, where Herod and the army will destroy the city, Jerusalem, and then the nation of Israel.

Jesus’ reply really could be taken as a reassurance that no military revolt is in the works. A hen with her chicks is not an aggressive picture,  it is a defensive and protective one.
As a Lenten theme, Jesus is calling us all to scurry back to the protection of God’s wings. How close or far away from God’s wings is what each one of us has to ask today?

As for the Old Testament passage of Hebrew text for this Sunday, there is a tie to the gospel lesson. 

God is with Abram before he is named Abraham. Abram and his allies have just won a battle against his enemies. God is calling Abram through a dream, where he will be under God’s wings or protection. The promise of an heir to his property is part of the covenant God makes with Abram. The offering Abram is to offer God is blessed by the presence of God symbolized by a smoking fire pot and the flaming torch. 
15:12 “As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

15:17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.

15:18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram….”
What we Christians believe is that God, who made a covenant with Abram, is the same God as is with Jesus and is Jesus.

Conclusion: 

The lectionary is a way for both pastor and people to read and remember different parts of the scripture and not just read their favorite passages. As we read these scriptures today, we find all four texts are about fear and how God is always present and wants to be our protector and guide.
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