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Introduction: 
Before you answer my question that I am about to ask, please wait to answer.

Have you ever been called by God?

Let’s check out some answers?

Are you a Christian? Are you a church member? Are you a part of any organization that does good for others? Have you ever given to an organization that helps others?  Given to the Salvation Army bell ringers? Given to someone with a sign asking for help? Helped someone broken down on the highway?
Think about this for minute.  These are all God calling you in some manner.

Today, we have had a baptism of Silas. The pledges you have made in saying you will support both this family and their baby is another way God has called you.

For those of us who are part of this church family, we, too, have had a call from God as we respond with a pledge to care for these folks as well.

I Samuel in the bible is a story bigger than Samuel the boy. His mother was barron and made a vow to God that should she have a son, she would give him to the Lord. The way you did that in those days, was to give him to the priest as a young child. The child will be raised and trained by the priest as a future religious leader.
In Samuel’s case this story tells us, he was in the temple and helping the priest. But he did not know the Lord.

Just like today, the word of the Lord was rare in those days.

Samuel was in charge of keeping the lamps lit in the temple. The lamp of God was a special lamp, so it tells us the time and place of the story as it is being told to us.

As the story progresses, we read: 3:7 ” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.”
Three times the Lord called Samuel.  And three times Eli the priest is as dumb as a rock about the call as is Samuel.
Finally, the light dawns on Eli and he advises Samuel what to do and to say.

So, Samuel returns; here is what the Lord says:

3:11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle.”

Now, gossip was just as common then as now, so this is top rated news everyone wants to know about. So, what was the news?

3:12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.

3:13 For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them.

3:14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever."

Expiate means Eli’s sin will not be over looked, and he and his house shall be band as priests forever.
Now, we have no idea how old Samuel is at this point, but who of us would not dread having to tell this kind of news to anyone let alone to the one who has been raising him since childhood?

Now, we know it took honesty and courage to tell the truth even when it hurts. But, this fixed the foundation of Samuel’s character.

3:19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.

3:20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
 

Conclusion:

I began this message with the question “Have you ever been called of God?”  Most of us do not have such an experience as did Samuel. But, if we think about it, we all know God calls us constantly, when we are reminded.

Now, I am reminding you that all of us are called of God every day. The good we do or are called to do, is a call from God.

With this child’s baptism, we are called to raise him in a Christian environment. What is good, true, honest, loving and full of compassion and mercy is our responding to God’s call.
Yes, ministers and missionaries are called of God, but all of us are called in a somewhat different way.  When you see anything good, respond to that goodness remembering God is calling you to notice it.  If you see evil, injustice, anger and hate, God is calling you to respond with love and mercy.

A baby’s baptism is a time of Joy and Celebration, but with it comes deep serious responding to God’s call as only you can live it.
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