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Introduction: 
Our scriptures of the day have the same problem, whether it is Amos or the Lawyer in the gospel of Luke. Both are concerned with themselves and not with others.

In Amos the priest, Amaziah, and the king, Jeroboam are concerned with their situation and safety. In the message of the priest, Amaziah, he is typical of the normal resident of Jerusalem, who thinks that anyone outside of the city is nothing but trash or ignorant nobodies. What is implied here is the priest is not even asking for Amos’ credentials. Amos is out of bounds to be preaching in the king’s resting place, which is called a sanctuary, or a place of protection for the good of the king. Furthermore, it is a temple of the kingdom. This implies that God is on the side of the king, and has no need of an outsider, of all things, to come and advise the king about anything. Listen as I read it to you again.
"O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there;

7:13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom."

Amos admits he is both an outsider and a nobody in the world’s eye, but credentials have nothing to do with it, when God calls.
7:14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,

7:15 and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'”

Amos goes on to tell what will happen to both the king and the priest, his family and the nation. History proves he is correct.

Why is God upset with this king and priest? It is because they have no interest in the good and well being of the people of Israel, and basically have lead them astray in evil behavior. They were not being good neighbors even to their own nation.
In the Luke passage we find a similar theme only it is now not a nation, but one person – a lawyer.

The Luke setting is a test. It is to find out how orthodox is Jesus keeping the law? 10:25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
Jesus answers a question with a question. 10:26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?"
As a lawyer, the man would know this answer, or he is a phoney. 

10:27 He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”

Up to this point all is proper and straight forward.

Jesus continues by admitting he has the right answer.

"You have given the right answer;
Now, comes the hook in the text. “ do this, and you will live."
It is obvious that this answer hit a nerve in the lawyer. Jesus’ answer implies that the man is not living the way he answered.

10:29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
The lawyer is now on the defensive and fights back with his question.
Now, comes the story of what we call the good Samaritan. I have told you over the past several weeks how the Jews and the Samaritans hated each other. How the Jews would cross the Jordan River and travel the other side to avoid going through Samaria.

Now, the role is reversed. It is the Samaritan, who is traveling in Israel. The logical people to help others, refuse and pass by on the other side. The hated Samaritan is the one, who gives aid. The lawyer grudgingly admits: "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."
Conclusion:

The lawyer’s question still is relevant to this very day.

Who is there in our world, that we need to show mercy? It could be said all those full of hate.
By Jesus’ standards here is the list.

 It is to everyone in our communities. It is to Republicans and Democrates and Independences. It is to blacks, whites, Hispanics, Mongs, native Americans and all refugees in our world. It is to drug dealers and drug addicts. It is prostitutes and pimps. It is gays, lesbians, transgender and queer. It is to police and yes, even to those that think the police are their enemies.
Who is our neighbor?  Go and show mercy wherever you are!
 

PAGE  
5

