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II Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Galatians 5: 1, 13-25
Luke 9: 51-62
Introduction: 
Have you ever been to Mt. Rushmore in South Dakota? This is where the 4 faces of former Presidents are carved in the side of the mountain. It is one thing to see a sculpture carved in granite and another to see an actual face so determined as Jesus’.

“He set his face to go to Jerusalem.”

When he is going through Samaria, he tries to get food and lodging. What is their reply?

“9:53 but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.”

How did they know this? 

We can sorta guess.  The disciples are obviously Jews. It was a strange group that would be stopping at this community. There is the usual chatter about who are you, where are you going, and what is your business?  Against the seemingly better judgment of the disciples, they must have let it slip that Jesus was more than determined to go to Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem was a word equal to profanity to a Samaritan as there was so much hatred between the two countries.

Remember that Israel and Judea were separated with Samaria in the middle. The Jordan River was the eastern border for all three countries.

A good Jew would cross the river go up or down the eastern side and back across the river to get to the other country. Never would they go through the Samaritan country.

But, this was Jesus. He did not let such prejudice enter his body, mind or spirit. 

Remember last week, when he went to the country of the Gerasenes? He got run out of there over their fear of both demons and those who could heal them.
In fact, there are few stories about Jesus that even with those who were helped, healed and raised from the dead, that others in the story did not like or reject him. 

You could almost say that Jesus’ middle name was rejection.

So, we go back to the story in Samaria. 

Now the disciples want to immediately get revenge and punish the Samaritans. But, Jesus rebuked them. 
Do you know what rebuke really means? a :  to criticize sharply :  reprimand b :  to serve as a rebuke to

rebuke  suggests a sharp or stern reproof.

Jesus chewed them out, then they went on their way.

Next comes these people who claim to want to follow Jesus. Because of the original location of the story, we do not know if this is in Samaria or now in Judea?  But, with each one comes a catch. 

First, I have to do such and such, and then I can come.

Jesus says, once you are committed you do not look back.

When we turn to our New Testament lesson of Galatians, we find a list of good and bad. Following either of these lists shows us clearly how we are focused on being faithful or not to God’s will.
But, I notice two things: first all the bad things are our choices. Second, all the good things are God’s choices leading us in and through the Spirit of God.

Furthermore, I see something too often overlooked. It is so easy to point out drunkenness and sexual stuff. But, if we look closely at the list we find we ALL are guilty of one or more of these sins.

Now notice something else. When God created everything including human kind, he declared it as very good. He is not rejecting human creation. He is rejecting the miss use of how we use our bodies.
Conclusion:

What needs to be stressed in our conclusion today is God’s love expressed in an unusual way!  Jesus, out of his great love for us, is totally focused on going to Jerusalem regardless of the results, so he can show his love and grace by giving himself for the sins of the world.  He did not have to do it. He chose to do it. 

He understood, we cannot save ourselves regardless of how good we might be. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

We can never stress enough, that we cannot save ourselves; only God can save us by His Grace.
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