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Introduction: 
Every night we go to bed 


 

without any assurance of being alive the next morning, 


 

but still we set the alarms to wake up.


 

That's HOPE.

The theme of the day is Hope. We will start with good works and end with the coming Kingdom of God.
In the book of Acts, which has been read for us this morning, we find this story of Tabitha or Dorcas. The word hope is not said out loud, but it is there. Tabitha is called a disciple. This is remarkable because she is a woman. She is the first woman named a disciple though we could name Mary and others as well. She not only believed in the Lord, but her work reflected that she practiced what she believed.
“She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. …All the widows stood beside him (Peter), weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.”

This woman saw a need and met it. All these women were poor and very needy. They could not afford good clothing. They would have been in rags without her. She gave them hope beyond their wildest dreams, which gave them respect now and in the future. Until this happened for these women, there was no future and no hope.

We now turn to the 23 Psalm. It is no secret that it is well loved and again it is full of hope but does not use the word.

23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  …23:3 he restores my soul.  …I fear no evil;  for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me.
23:5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
Hope destroys fear.
Next, we turn to the Gospel lesson, where the Jews want an answer about whether he is the Messiah or not.

So, Jesus reminds them that what he has said in the past and now tells them again. Once again, we find that for those who believe and trust in Jesus these words are full of hope as well.

Read again John 10: 25-30

10:25 Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name testify to me;

10:26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.

10:27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.

10:28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.

10:29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand.

10:30 The Father and I are one."
In the book of Revelation, we find more words of promise and hope, love and security.

This is a vision that John has of heaven.

Revelation 7:9-17

7:9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
7:10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
7:11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
7:12 singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
7:13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?"
7:14 I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
7:15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
7:16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;
7:17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
 God is in control and there are no more enemies to contend with 

anywhere.
Here is a taste of  hoping what the future will bring to the faithful.

Conclusion:

The bible is full of hope and much of it is implied. Hope was not a word used today, but yet it was everywhere. 
What brings you down or discouraged, or full of despair? Turn to the scriptures and even in the worst of stories you will find God offers hope and joy and Love!
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