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Introduction: 
Have you ever been asked to do something, and you really did not want to do it?
That was Moses’ situation. 

It is thought by some scholars, that he had some kind of speech impediment like stuttering. He repeatedly comes up with one excuse after another to indicate he was not qualified for the job.
God continues to show Moses how he will be equipped to face and deal with a very stubborn Pharaoh.

Finally, Moses’ brother Aaron will be the spokes person for what Moses is to say.

So, when have you been asked to do something you did not want to do, or feel qualified to do it? Did you find help from God and survive it? Were you ever persecuted, harmed or threatened?  God has been faithful, though probably not the way you would have desired?

We can see by the news that there have been many who felt the call of God to go to Texas. Notice, that most of them are not national leaders of our government. 

It is bad enough to go to help, but what about the smell of flood waters? What about the mold? What about the smell of rot that is left behind. Your clothes are wet; your short on food and water for yourself; you are working long hours and short on sleep.

But, did you know that some of those helpers were shot at by looters? Who would have thought such a thing as possible?
Moses questions if the Israelites will listen to him and trust him. Then the Pharaoh makes them work harder. What a way for the Israelites to keep listening to Moses. Not shot at, but making others suffer for his message from God!

Our New Testament lesson is from Paul’s letter to Rome. He lists a long line of things that he has had to suffer as God has called him.

We find this list in II Corinthians 11: 16ff.

We never hear that he is a reluctant follower of Jesus, but what a list would make anyone have doubts, discouragement and fear. Again, in “The Message” we Paul’s words for today.
Romans 12:9-21The Message (MSG)
9-10 Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to good. Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle.
11-13 Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the harder. Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality.
14-16 Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy friends when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along with each other; don’t be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the great somebody.
17-19 Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in you, get along with everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I’ll take care of it.”
20-21 Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch, or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him with goodness. Don’t let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.
In our Gospel lesson, Jesus floors the Disciples calling Peter a Devil and telling the rest including us to take up our cross and follow him.

Conclusion:

Again, let us turn to “The Message” for our guidance.

Matthew 16:21-28The Message (MSG)
You’re Not in the Driver’s Seat
“21-22 Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in hand, protesting, “Impossible, Master! That can never be!”
23 But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. You have no idea how God works.”
24-26 Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who intends to come with me has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. Follow me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self. What kind of deal is it to get everything you want but lose yourself? What could you ever trade your soul for?
27-28 “Don’t be in such a hurry to go into business for yourself. Before you know it the Son of Man will arrive with all the splendor of his Father, accompanied by an army of angels. You’ll get everything you have coming to you, a personal gift. This isn’t pie in the sky by and by. Some of you standing here are going to see it take place, see the Son of Man in kingdom glory.”
So, are you reluctant to follow your call?  Most of us here feel the same way, but we carry on, Thanking God for trusting in us to be as faithful as we can be.
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