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Introduction: 
The place I want to begin today on this All Saints Sunday is with Moses. When Moses was called by God out of the burning bush, God told him these words: “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 

This sentence is present tense for those who love grammar. God is still God “I am.” But, so are these saints that used to live among us, who are still living, but now in the closer presence of God.

We have 5 people this year from our church family, who are now in the closer presence of God.

In this world where God, and faith and worship are in decline, it is no wonder that Halloween is the 2nd most celebrated day next to Christmas. Both can be commercialized to the hilt. The part where the church replaced the day of fear and spookiness to one of Holy and Hallowed honoring of those who have died is long forgotten, because it does not sell.
Because there is so much we do not know and find uncomfortable, the book of Revelation is one that does not “sell” well in the mainline protestant churches.  Yet, there are some wonderful passages that fit our Hallowed day about the saints.
John’s vision of heaven can be great comfort for us on this day to remember those who are no longer with us.

7:9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
7:10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
And most of us only recall the next words as they are sung at the Christmas singing of the Messiah.
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
But, this great news is for us! This is our news on this hallowed day, and

“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
Furthermore, we need to recall that the “Messiah” has a section that is sometimes sung at Easter.

Conclusion:

God is the God of the living! When we die we are changed from a living being with flesh to a heavenly being with a new appearance.

We can still mourn and miss our loved ones without shame.

But, rest assured, our God has already prepared a place for them and for us to be with God in eternity.

PAGE  
1

