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Introduction: 
Our story today begins with King Solomon.  As wise as he seems, there is evidence that not all his subjects agreed with what he did.

Upon taking his reign he killed off all his potential threats to the throne including his own brother.

The priest Abiathar did not approve of this, and Solomon knew the rules. You never kill a priest of the Lord.  So he had Abiathar banished to Anathoth.

Have you ever heard of Anathoth? It is only referred to twice in the bible.

Anathoth was only 3 miles north of Jerusalem, but banishment meant you do not enter the city. So, for almost 300 years Abiathar and his descendents were the priests of Anathoth.
Why do I tell you all this?  Because Jeremiah is a decendant of Abiathar and as a place of about 100 residences. Anathoth was considered a dump. There was no important person come from there.

When Jeremiah goes to the city of Jerusalem, he is bringing judgment and doom on Israel and the city. The King and people have made bad choices. They are about to be attacked by Babylon. They chose to side with Egypt for this war and it was a horrible mistake.

The king and people did not like Jeremiah’s message, and it did not help that he came from such an insignificant spot in the road.

So,he is put in prison. 

Our scriptures today begin with Jeremiah being in prison.

 32:2 At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah,

32:3a where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 

Now, if the Babylonians have surrounded the city it does not take a rocket scientist to figure out that Anothath has been wiped off the map in a matter of minutes.

But, then a strange event occurs and that bring us to the details of today’s scripture.

In middle of the invasion, Jeremiah says he gets a word from the Lord. Jeremiah’s cousin is going to show up at the prison with an idiotic proposal. 

32:6 Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me:

32:7 Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to you and say, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours."

Then guess what happens? Hanamel shows up and offers to sell him some land.

32:8 Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself." Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD.
Now, Who is the idiot here? God, the cousin, or Jeremiah?  

Maybe it is all three?

This cousin must be three sheets to the wind to think anyone in their right mind would buy a field now owned by the Babylonians? 

But, for sure, Jeremiah seems to be losing his mind.

He buys the land.

32:9 And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver.

32:10 I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on scales.

32:11 Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open copy;

32:12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard.

32:13 In their presence I charged Baruch, saying,

32:14 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time.

But, now comes the hook in the text to tell us what is really going on in this story.

32:15 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.
Conclusion:
What does this have to do with us this morning?

Is there anyone here who knows anything about cities or churches burning down?

Jeremiah, by buying the land in the middle of a war, is giving hope to a people without any hope. Anothoth was burned to the ground. Jerusalem was about to have the same thing happen.
Does that sound sorta familiar?

There is hope for you, who know you have lost a lot. But, not all is lost, and God is faithful even in these dark hours.

But, there is hope for all the rest of us as well.

Who of us have not lost loved ones, friends, jobs, health,  property, and possessions, and are still suffering from those losses?

God is faithful. God has not forgotten us.

Our God is a God of Hope! Thanks Be to God!
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