
Jeremiah’s Call

David J. Stratton

08/21/2016
Jeremiah 1: 4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12: 18-29
Luke 13: 10-17
Introduction: 
It seems to me, that we need to see the Old Testament text in its historical setting. It starts with a man called King Soloman, who was just newly anointed as king. His father, King David, advised him to destroy his enemies or he would have constant problems. So, he did, but  this included killing his own brother, who was an heir to the throne.

An old and highly respected priest was apposed to what the king had done. His name was Abiathar.

Because the king dare not kill a priest, he banished him to exile in a little Podunk village called Anathoth. As all this priest’s sons also became priest, they served in Anathoth for over 400 years.
What makes this so important to our scriptures? Jeremiah is a great, great, great, way back,  grandchild of  Abiathar. He comes out of this dump of a village with a word from the Lord.

From Anathoth looking south you could see the lights of Jerusalem.  They were so close to the city,” that they could hear the reports of the city. They heard the reports of forced labor, armaments and political marriages and explotation and foolishness  of a hundred kinds.” There was the constant message of  an exlcusive religion and patriotic exceptionalism. And with it came abusive labor practices, despair, anxiety and a forgetfulness of Israel’s past history.
Now, this prophet, banished along with all the generation of other prophets, comes with a word to the establishment of the day.  He sees himself as a child , and he is not up to the task. God promised to be with him. 1:8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD."
Our Psalm for the day Ps 71:1-16, could well have been one Jeremiah, himself, would have read and believed.

71:1 In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 

71:2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. 

71:3 Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 

71:4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 

71:5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 

71:6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth; it was you who took me from my mother's womb. My praise is continually of you. 

So, Jeremiah goes to Jerusalem. He announces who he is.

Jeremiah 1: 1- 3 

He proclaims who he is, who is his father, and it forces the city of Jerusalem to remember their history. Anothoth is only mentioned once in all Jewish history until now. What a dump! Can any good come out of that place?

Here is the message.

Jerusalem will be in captivity in 5 months. This is the word of the Lord.

But, God says something else to Jeremiah we should note.

1:10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 
Jeremiah preaches against three things: wealth, might and wisdom.

It is an insult to King Soloman and all the kings for 400 years, who have emphasized the wrong things.

He points out that the kings have God under their control and made him an idol. Jeremiah could have said, “In god we trust” but God is not in control; their leaders were. 

Conclusion:

Has anything changed over the centuries? Wealth, Might and Wisdom seem to still rule? 

I wonder what God would say to replace these three goals?

To be continued?
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