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Introduction: 
There is much to talk about in today’s scripture. What is difficult is where to begin?

This story is in all 4 of the gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. What makes this story unique today is First: It is in the beginning of the gospel of John and it is in the last week of Jesus’ life in all the other gospels. The logic of why John placed this story early seems to be to make the point that Jesus is one to be a tough no nonsense leader, who was unlike anyone else before him. John did not want his readers to get bored or disinterested before the end of the drama. So, the story is true. Its location in history is not important to John. He wants his readers to get the point and soon, that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God and Savior of the world.
The setting is the same in all the gospels. The Passover of the Jews was near. There is nothing more important to any devote Jew than Passover. It is to remember the Jews were slaves in Egypt. God had lead Moses to bring the Jews out of Egypt and be free from slavery. The last plague that came to the Egyptians was the plague of death. The Jews were to sprinkle blood on the door posts of their home and the angel of death would pass over their homes, but kill the first born of all the others in the land.
This is why this remembrance was called Passover.

Now Jesus visits the Temple.

“ In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.”
Where is this taking place? The only logical place is the outer courts of the Temple.

What happens in the outer courts of the temple? Absolutely nothing for the devout Jews, but it is the only place non Jews can come, if they desire to worship God. In other words, the non Jews were crowded out completely from any attempt to worship God.

Jesus, after seeing the misuse of the Temple outer courts as a market place, takes action. 
He makes a whip. He intentionally and methodically makes a whip. First, he drives out the sheep and cattle.  He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.

2:16 He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!"

Please note, there is no mention of Jesus striking a human being.
Then comes the remembrance of the disciples recalling this story. 

2:17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume me."
Now, there are plenty of people including some clergy, who would wish this story was not in the bible.
I am not one of them. 

What is the opposite of emotion? It is indifference.

Remember the song “Jesus loves me.” The opposite of love is indifference. Love is an extreme emotion. 
For a person to be deeply committed to loving, there has to be as equally a deeply committed ability to be angry. That is the way God has made us.

Love and Anger are the same side in feelings. The opposite is indifference.

Jesus’ act of making a whip and using it as he did was an intentional action against evil.

Had Jesus struck any one, there would not have been this conversation of why did you do this? Give us a sign?
Now, this sounds strange to our ears, but every prophet was expected to give a sign as their proof, that their words and actions were valid.

So Jesus gives them one. "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."
Of course, everyone thought he meant the building, but what he meant was his own body.
Conclusion:

I suggest that during coffee hour this morning, you share your thoughts, impressions, and questions that come to you from this scripture and message.

One thing that is important for us to recall as Christians is there is no longer a need for a temple. First, Jesus’ body replaces it and next the Holy Spirit replaces Jesus in his absence.  Second, our churches are not a replacement for the temple.
So, we read: 2:22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
Have you ever heard of righteous indignation?  This is it!

What is it you deeply love? What is it that you deeply find repulsive? May the later be evil and the former something God approves!
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