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Zephaniah 3: 14- 20
Isaiah 12: 2-6
Philippians 4: 4-7

Luke 3: 7-18
Introduction: 
The first two Sundays of Advent can sound very negative and full of fire and brimstone. Last week the text involved the refiner’s fire. We need to note that fire and brimstone is full of threat and punishment, while the refiner’s fire is one to cleanse and purify us to be more pure and effective in our individual ministries.

Today is the third Sunday of Advent. It puts a whole new twist to the season. It is a theme of Joy. A positive expectancy we do not need to fear or dread.
Zephaniah is living in a time of great turmoil and unsettled fear much like our own. 

3:14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and 
exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!

“3:15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, “

John, the Baptist, is done with vague generalities about stop sinning and now we see a new theme. It is the theme of justice. Everyone asks, “What must we do?” His answer is to be just in whatever you do and where ever you are.

At the close of our text today we find these words: “ 3:18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people” It is good news and it is joyful news. Everyone wins with this news. We can feel good about being just, and those who are being dealt with in a just manor, feel good about themselves and those who treated them correctly.

What a message coming during a time, when fear rules our country, and compassion and justice are given no room to the refugee.
Paul, writing to the Philippians speaks to us for the same reason. Rejoice in God always. 4:5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone.

To the nay sayers of our country come the following words: “4:6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

Now what followers when you give compassion and justice? Peace! 
“ 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Conclusion:

Today is Joy Sunday. It is time to be just and full of compassion, so others, too, can experience Joy, where ever they live.
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