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Acts 10: 34-43

Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

Colossians 3: 1-4

Matthew 28: 1-10

Introduction: 

The Resurrection story was shared “not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses….”, says Peter.
Of course, why did I not see this before? The power structures of the day are too busy playing golf and planning how to steal some more money from the folks who need it most. 
But, we are here to sing “Joy to the world.”

Jesus was and still is working in a subversive and subtle way as a minority report to downtown Jerusalem, and Washington D.C. and Madison, Wi. 

His message is the same as before his death and resurrection: “Love God and your neighbor as yourself.”

Nothing drives powerbrokers nuts more than loving your neighbor. It means you disagree with their prejudice, racism, sexism, and all the things our politicians are wanting to make as an issue. They want us divided. They want us to be in chaos, so they can control everything.
Love one another fights back at destruction and division. Our country stands for “United we stand.”

Not only united for war if attacked, but most importantly united for peace. 

Jesus came that we might have life and with abundance, dying for the entire world, not just America. 

Peter said it in his sermon in Acts, which was read this morning.

"I truly understand that God shows no partiality,

10:35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.

10:36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.
Jesus loved everyone: the used, the abused, the rejects, the sick, the lame, the lonely, the homeless, the jobless, the left-outs, the powerless, the hopeless, and all who mourn this day!

No wonder the people heard what he had to say with glad hearts, and the powerful knew Jesus was draining them of their power.

This is what every Easter is about to give new life and renewed life to those of us, who can only love their neighbors and scare the wits out of our greedy, powerful, money hungry leaders.

There is an old spiritual which says, “This world is not my home, I’m just a passin through….”

Jesus is the hope of the world, both this world and next. Keep loving your neighbor, it brings peace, joy, laughter and life, which no rule or law can enforce or stop. We are just a passin through.
Conclusion:
Today, I find that I am like Mary at the empty tomb. She did not know what was going on until she heard her name. This sermon is probably more for me, than it is for you. The pain I feel for our world and the stupidity of our world leaders is getting to me. 
Yet, Jesus cuts through the garbage and sin of the day to remind me “Love the living God and your neighbor as yourself.”

I have talked a lot about Truth speaking to Power, lately. The ultimate blow and insult to power is the one who is the way, and the truth, and overcomes death. You cannot destroy truth. Jesus is truth . Power has lost as always.
Joy to the world; Christ, the truth, is yet alive!
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