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Acts 11: 1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21: 1-6
John 13: 31- 35
Introduction: 
Several years ago I grudgingly decided to go to Yoga. Is it good for me?  Yes.  Do I learn new things to try and do? Yes.  Am I a star pupil in the class? NO. If I could lose about 30 pounds it would be helpful, but I cannot do everything that is taught in the class.

I know I am a slow learner. But, I now know why I go to Yoga and keep going. It gives me back my flex-ability. I was losing my ability to move and do things I use to do. It is good for me, but not necessarily was it easy for me.
Are you like me, that after a few years it suddenly dawns on you that you were wrong and now see the light?

Our story about Peter is that kind of story. He is a new follower of Jesus. He is doing his best, but it takes 3 times for a vision to come to him, so he can see he had it wrong. It was not at all easy for Peter.
This should not surprise us as we need to recall these early disciples were Jews. Jews are steeped in century old Traditions. Even though Peter was following Jesus’ teachings as best as he was able, he had much to learn, and unlearn. He had lots of old traditional habits that were in the way of doing God’s will. He goes with these men to a non-Jewish place. 

Remember anyone who was not a Jews was considered a dog by Jewish  insiders. A good Jew, has nothing to do or say to non-Jews. 

 "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?"
To have dealings with non-Jews was bad enough, but to eat with them was next to treason. They must has spit out the words “eat with them.”
Most of us have heard of the “unpardonable sin.” This is supposed to be a sin so bad that God cannot or will not forgive you.

Now, here is Peter, getting nailed to wall, for dealing with such despicable people. 
So, he tells them of the visions he had the amazing results which happened with these non-Jews, of all people. It is amazing!

11:17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?"
Well, good ol’ Peter not only put them in their place and they shut up, but they praised God.
Now, here what they say,  And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life."
Conclusion:
I wonder who there is among us, that we might classify as “dogs”, miss-fits, rejects or black sheep, which God is really trying to tell us, we need to befriend, or welcome, or bring to church? 

Several months ago when there were riots against Muslims in Egypt, there was a picture in our national news, of Christian men surrounding  and protecting Muslim men so they could pray safely. These Christian men were like Peter, who were teaching others that God loves all people. 
What might there be in your life and mine that we need to unlearn, so the Spirit of God can teach us and others the love and grace of God?
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