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Deuteronomy 30: 15-20
Psalm 119: 1-8
I Corinthians 3: 1-9
Matthew 5: 21-37
Introduction: 
In our reading from the book of Deuteronomy this morning, we find Moses makes it simple and makes it clear.


30:15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.”
Then he gives them the details on how to do life.
30:16  “If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.”

But there is a hook in his sermon. 30:17  “But if your heart turns away and you do not hear,….”

Where is your heart’s allegiance? 

Where is your ultimate concern, that is your God. Asks the famous theologian Paul Tillich. Another less famous theologian asks, “Who gets to tell you who you are?”

Moses is also asking all those questions. Will you choose life?

Simply put the Ten Commandments are 1-4 Love God. 5-10 Love one another.

“Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,
30:20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”
If our heart is not in it, life is not in it either.

As we look at the Gospel lesson today we find Jesus giving a commentary on some of the commandments. 

5:21 "You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ….”   

First he talks about murder and then adultery. In both cases he emphasizes the heart. Breaking the commandment involves the heart not even acting on the deed itself.

So, we find these evil thoughts are not life giving either, and, we, too, have refused life at certain points in our lives.

Conclusion:

If you are like me, it is no fun realizing that it is next to impossible to obey all the Ten Commandments all the time. My impulse is to immediately try to deny this to be true. But, even in the denying it is another way of not choosing life, because we then make ourselves God. But, I think God has a better plan for us.
It further seems to me, that God knows we cannot be perfect regardless of how hard we try. Being faithful really demands a surrender to the God who has already saved us. Our being good can never save us. Our thanking God for Jesus’ love for us makes the gift of life truly ours even when we can never earn it!
Our attempt to be as good as possible needs to be offered as a gift to God for first loving us. Salvation is from God. It is not something we earn, deserve, or achieve by our own merits.
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