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II Kings 2: 1-12
Psalm 50: 1-6
II Corinthians 4: 3-6
 Mark 9: 2-9
Introduction:

In the winter of 1996 I had my heart attach. I thought I was going to die. I was afraid, not of dying, but of  what I saw as unfinished business. 

I was wrong about both. I did not die as you can see, and whatever business I thought was to be done never got done.

The disciples were in the same boat that I found myself on that day.

The fear and superstition was that going up that mountain was certain death. They were confronted with death, but not their own.

Meeting Moses and Elijah could have meant that their life is over and they are meeting those who had gone on before into the life beyond.
But, they lived through this experience, and that was only part of why they were speechless. Finally, Peter says, let’s build some booths. That is what they did in those days. It was build a monument to honor some great event.

Then comes the moment of instruction, Listen! It was then and is now true, Jesus is the one left to listen to.

These two men were very much alive. Someday, Jesus will join them, and when he is risen from the dead, then you can tell the others, what you have experienced.

Jesus is the only one left to speak and listen to for those disciples and for the rest of human kind. If we are to follow him as God, then we need to understand there is no one else in this world who has an equally true direction of truth. He is “the way, the truth and life.” He did die for the sins of the world including the present sins being committed. 
We, as Jesus’ followers, are the people who are counter cultural to the power hungry, the greedy  and the selfish, who have it all wrong. Our lives are in obedience to and a reaction in gratitude for all Christ has done for us. We are the ones in this world who know that Jesus did return from the grave. When we sin Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow, we are singing a protest song against all that is wrong with the current arrangements of power in our world.

Today is a reminder to let God be God. Listen to Jesus, Peter. Listen to Jesus is the message for us as well.
The Israelites sang praises after crossing the Red Sea. The leper could not keep quiet about how God had touched him. Most all of us here know of how God has touched us or someone we love and we are still full of praise.

I, too, am full of praise and amazement that I am still here since 1996.  Still listening, and seeking to be as faithful as possible, but now in new and amazing ways to still serve God.

Conclusion:

As Jesus was Transformed, so he is seeking to touch and change us, that, we, too, may be full of praise to God. We are not here to focus on me, my feelings, my thoughts, my commitments, my guilt or my needs. It is Jesus! Listen to Him!
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