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Exodus 24: 12-18
Psalm 2
I I Peter 1: 16- 21
Matthew 17: 1-9
Introduction: 
This is Transfiguration Sunday.

This is the day we remember, when Jesus is with 3 of the disciples on the mountain top. Suddenly, there appeared two others, who were instantly recognized by the disciples. There is no explanation as how they knew who these two were: Moses and Elijah.
We are two far removed to realize how important this event is.

No one was more important in Israel than Moses. 

From our Old Testament reading this morning, we know why. He gave them their Ten Commandments or what the Jews called the Law.

For Jesus to be the true and valid Messiah of Israel, he had to be in total agreement with Moses. Do we remember Jesus saying, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” Matthew 5: 17
Then he had to be in agreement with the Tradition of the Jews, that Tradition said, Elijah would return before the Messiah came to the Jews.

This appearance and the Transformation are the evidence given to the disciples, that He is truly legitimate as the Messiah.

Now, with this as background, let’s begin by defining two words: Tranfigure and Transform.

Transfigure :  to give a new and typically exalted or spiritual appearance to.

Transform: a :  to change in composition or structure b :  to change the outward form or appearance of c :  to change in character or condition :  convert.

The appearance of these three men together lifts Jesus to equal status among the greatest of the great in Israel. He was giving a new exalted or spiritual appearance.
Then, Peter has to spoil the moment and wants to build three booths or statues for the occasion. But, he is interrupted in mid sentence.
A voice from the cloud says: "This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!"
17:6 “When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.”

Had we been there, we, too, would have been overcome with fear. They had never experienced anything like this before, and this was the announcement that Jesus was not just an equal with Moses and with Elijah, but was superior to them. 

What we know now, is He is one with God!
Conclusion: Over and over we find how Jesus and Paul and the other writers of the New Testament, refer to the Old Testament  (which was their only bible) as significant information for their faith.

The Ten Commandments are not obsolete. 

Did you have to outline when you were in school? At times it really got old, boring and seemingly meaningless. 
Yet, If we would make an outline, we would find that everything said in the New Testament would fit somehow into the outline of the Ten Commandments.
So, if we are to listen to this “Son, the beloved, with him (GOD) is well pleased; listen to him!”

We have a special task this Lenten season. Read the Ten Commandments every day. We can find them in Exodus 20.

Again, I will remind you.  The first four Commands are about God, and the last six are about relationships with others.
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