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Introduction: 

A few days ago a high school class mate wrote to me with quotes from the Old Testament about a marriage should be of one man and one woman. He wanted to know what I thought about this?

I wrote back and reminded him that the Old Testament also had people of faith who had many wives and slaves. How do you explain which one is correct, when both illustrations are about people of faith?

The problem with my class mate’s question is that it is the wrong question.

Today is the sixth Sunday of Easter. It is the Resurrection that makes all the Old Testament and the New Testament worth examining for how God would have us live.
Let’s begin today with the question a lawyer asked Jesus.

36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
It was asked later of Jesus, who is my neighbor?

We will recall the story of the “Good Samaritan” as the answer.

If an unnamed Samaritan is a neighbor, then so is any human being on this planet. And what is the relationship we are commanded of Jesus to do? Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.

If there is any difference you find in the bible that does not agree with Jesus’ words, it is to be ignored.
In most cases the problem Jesus had with the religious leaders of his day was their rigid and non loving way they interpreted the scriptures. This kind of thinking gave them control of others and leaves God out as the giver of good news. 
This was also my class mate’s problem. He found an answer that suited him, but he seemed to have no love and the wrong question.

In today’s lesson we find Jesus’ giving some final teachings and instruction to the disciples before his trial, death and resurrection.

You will have another presence that will soon be with you to be with you forever. It is called Advocate in today’s lesson, and other places we know it as the Holy Spirit.

As this last message of the Easter Season, we find those early disciples with a new energy, power, faith, and trust as that Spirit was given to them.
Conclusion:

Last week I talked about the future of this church and what you and I still have to offer in service to God.

It seems to me this scripture today is our marching orders. 

“They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and  I will love, and reveal myself to them.”

If you do not have love motivating everything you do, you have it wrong.

Let us get one thing straight before we go on.

The Bible is not God. Jesus is God. The bible is our religious book. It is a pointer to Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, who is God’s son. Where you find conflicts in the bible with what Jesus says and does, it is time to trust Jesus.

But, there may be another matter to deal with for us?

Whose love are we trusting? Whose love is given through the Holy Spirit? Could it be that our own definition of Love is getting in the way of the Holy Spirit’s love God wants us to have and share? God’s love over rides our feeble understanding of love. Love one another can shame our prejudice and pettiness. 
Whose Love are we trusting?
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