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Isaiah 65: 17-25
Isiah 12
II Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21: 15-19
Introduction:

The people of the church in Thessalonica were in turmoil just like we are as a nation today. The air was full of half-truths, suspicion and lots of hurt feelings.

The truth of the matter was sort of a petty thing to most of us, but to them it was no less real, urgent and causing plenty of pain.

There was a rumor somehow that Jesus was coming back and the end of the world was going to happen any day. So, Some people just quit working and were waiting for the end of the world.
The Apostle Paul was not supportive of those who were sitting around and twiddling their thumbs.

We need to remember that Paul was a tent maker, and where ever he and his followers went, they set up shop. The word got out and they never depended on or miss-used the hospitality of the people they ministered.

For you history buffs in the congregation, this is about the year 66 AD.
Paul never met Jesus personally. He was converted about 3 years after the Crucifixion and Resurrection.

Now, we are going back to the gospel lesson.

This is the story of the disciples talking about the temple and how impressive it was.
Jesus’ response : 21:6 "As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down."

Of course, they want to know when this will happen and a sign to look for, which was so important in that day and age.

21:8 And he said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and, 'The time is near!' Do not go after them.

21:9 "When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately."

21:10 Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;

21:11 there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

It is these very words of Jesus, which Paul is telling his followers that it is not clear when the end will come, and the end will not follow immediately.

Jesus goes on to tell about all kinds of calamities and bad events will happen, but most important is how they will be persecuted and used and abused.

But, what I want to point out to you is the fact, that all four scriptures of the day end on a positive note. And it is the Thessalonian verse that catches my eye.

“Brothers and sisters do not be weary in doing what is right.”

1n my face book this past week, I wrote the following comment.

“Those who won the election feel they have been used, abused and ignored. We as a nation now have the task of making sure they and our entire nation is also not used, abused or ignored.”
This was written not as something new, but as something we Christians have been about all along.

Our nation and our culture may feel neglected, but this is our business and has always been our business long before Donald Trump pointed it out.

Conclusion:
 Nothing has changed for us as goal. Leaders will come and go, and when they truly make laws of justice and compassion, we need to affirm them. When they make laws which use and abuse people, we need to oppose them.
Jesus said it simply: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”

Fears and chaos have always been around, and some affect us more and some less. Our job has never changed. We are to love.  We are to serve. We are to give human dignity to all God’s people everywhere.
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