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Introduction: 
Today is a big big day if you are a Lutheran. Today is the 500th year of Martin Luther tacking his 95 theses on the church door, and the start of the Protestant Reformation. 
Remember this, because I will come back to it later.

One of the hardest things for religious educators, who are Christian, is to teach not about “Love one another”, but to teach how loving was Jesus to all those who came to him. 
It is my opinion that is seldom talked about.

Last week it was of the Pharisees and the Herodians, trying to trap Jesus over paying taxes to Rome. It was here that Jesus calls them hypocrites to their faces. How can these stories be told and understood as Jesus showing love?

My take on this is that Jesus is showing “tough love.”

But, it was still love one another including your enemies.

Today’s gospel lesson deals with the Pharisee, who was a lawyer.

His question is also a trick question. The Jews of Jesus day saw all the laws as of equal stature. So, in one sense the question was meant to be the wrong question. What he asked was:
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest.”

If all laws are equal and all Jews knew this, it is the wrong question. 

Jesus’ answer is not about the law, but another scripture verse, which we as Christians ignore in the way the Jews practiced it.

It comes from Moses teaching the Israelites how to conduct their daily habits. 
Here is his answer:

4” Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”
Now, most of us know this, and may now and then quote it. What comes next is what we seem to ignore.
“6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”
Notice, these are not a part of the Ten Commandments. But they are still commandments.
We have no way to know the manner in which Jesus speaks to anyone, but how else could he speak but in some manner that conveyed love and care for the listeners – all of them?

Write them on your hearts.

Impress them on your children.

Talk about them when you sit at home.

Talk about them when you travel anywhere.

Tie them on your hands, and bind them to your foreheads.

Write them on your doorframes.

Write them on your gates.

We could add.

Write them on the dash of your cars, the Home pages of your tablet, your cell phone and your computers.
I wonder what a difference such changes would be, if we still practice these Commands?

Conclusion:

What does this have to do with the Reformation that Luther started?
He never wanted to leave the Roman Church. He wanted to make it a better place to be. He loved his church. He was forced out by those who were corrupt leaders at that time.

Years later there was what was called a “Counter Reformation” and some of the corruption did get cleaned up in the Roman church of that day.

If we are all cheering for Martin Luther today for bawling out of the Roman church, we do not know our church history. But, Luther did teach us all that love was the initial goal of all he was trying to do.

The theme of Moses to the present moment has never changed. 

” Hear, O Truax: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Amen!
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