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Introduction: 
Two weeks ago we found that Jeremiah comes from a long history of priests banished to Anothoth by king Soloman. Now, we find God sending Jeremiah back to Jerusalem warning them of their coming destruction. The warnings giving by his great grandfather to king Soloman 400 years before, has only gotten worse and now are owned by the entire city and country as well as the king.
Remember what their sin was?  It was seeking after wealth, might and wisdom.

Today, we find God sends Jeremiah is to go to watch the potter. As the potter works the clay, there are errors and mistakes and they are so serious that the potter smashes the pot and totally starts over. He sees this as God’s message to Judah.

God says, 18:6 “Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.”

Finally, God says: “…18:11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.
What was Israel suppose to do?  They were to change their priorities to steadfast love, justice and righteousness.
So, Jeremiah goes and proclaims this message to Judah. What happens next?  We find they refuse his council.

Everything is in threes in this story. 

The evil is seen in how they were miss-using : wealth, might and wisdom.

God wants: love, justice and righteousness to be their goals.
The people’s response: “Come, let us make plots against Jeremiah- for instruction shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise,  nor the word from the prophet. Come, let us bring charges against him, and let us not heed any of his words.

What we find here is what Jeremiah was saying is wrong. Their priests, lawyers snf  prophets were false and corrupt.
I will let you decide how this relates to our country today, but the story of the potter needs to be always on our minds, as God is constantly trying to remold and make us better than what we currently are.

It leads us to the Psalm of the morning.

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

139:1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me.

139:2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.

139:3 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.
When we come to the gospel lesson we need to have something made clear.

Jesus said:
:26 "Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.

14:27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
We need to remember that the Hebrew language only had about 2200 words in it. Compare that to our language of  1,025, 109.8 words to date as of yesterday.
Hate in Hebrew meant love less. 

So, to hear this accurately, we need to say, Whoever comes to me and does not love your father and mother less than me, …cannot be my disciples.

Conclusion:

So, for us today, who are we loving less? 
Would Jesus be proud?
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