Our Baptism?
David J. Stratton

1/11/2015
Genesis 1: 1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19: 1-7
Mark 1: 4-11

Introduction: 
Baptisms of different kinds have been around probably centuries before the Bible was written. Even those coming into the Jewish faith as outsiders had a type of baptism. 

Clayton Schmit reminds us, “The Jewish leaders would guide these people called proselytes into a river as a symbolic cleansing of their souls. The baptizer would stand beside the convert in the water and recite appropriate words from the Hebrew Scriptures. Like circumcision, this was a sign of a person’s belief and of his or her reception into the faith.”

John, the Baptist’s baptism was different. He was not baptizing converts to the Jewish faith, but those who were already members of the Jewish faith to a new way of life. His was a baptism of reversion not conversion. This was a turning or being turned to an opposite way.
These people already knew God. It was a baptism of repentance, or a turning back to what they knew.

For Jesus to come and be baptized must have shocked John. Remember, he said of Jesus, that he was not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandels. This was God’s Son. 

This confession is only made twice in the Gospel of Mark. Here and by the Centurion at the crucifixion of Jesus.
Jesus’ baptism is a way to help us understand the word Incarnation. He was very much a human being. He was very much the Son of God.

The heavens open, He hears the voice of God, the Father, and the Spirit descending like a dove shows his Godness. This also shows the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Throughout the history of the church there have been various heresies. One is Jesus is more Holy than he is human. The other is the opposite. He is more human than he is God. Jesus is both!
The Gospel of Mark is the headline gospel. It spits out the story with no or few details.

The Baptism of John is like a New Year’s resolution. John knew there was a limit to his work. One who followed him would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
When we do a baptism as adults we are basically saying two things. Forgive us of our sins and we want the Holy Spirit to come into our hearts. As Christians we will sin again and ask for forgiveness again, but the Holy Spirit is always with us. From our baptism onward, we ask the Holy Spirit to lead, prod, nudge us on to be more Christ-like in all we say, do, think and be as Jesus’ follower. Being baptized with the Holy Spirit is requesting that God empower us. This is out of our control how that will happen, but we are called, lead and strengthened beyond our human self will. We will sin again. This Spirit leads in spite of our human weaknesses and frailty.
Jesus’ baptism identifies Jesus with human kind. Our baptism as Christians is our identifying with the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God is in control of our baptism and uses us as God wills. Baptized into this new life, let us daily resolve to live as God’s people.

We cannot draw ourselves closer to God and God’s Spirit by our own energy and will. Our best prayer is “not my will, but your will be done.”

C.S.Lewis, the famous writer from England, once said, “God made it a rule for Himself that He will not alter people’s character by force. He can and will alter them- but only if people will let Him.”

Conclusion:
We need to be reminded that we offer 3 ways to be baptized in this church. One is sprinkling, which we do with our infants. Another is pouring, where a pitcher of water is poured over the one to be baptized. The third is immersion. This is where the person is lowered into the water of a baptistery, river or lake and their entire body is under the water.  This third method gives us the best symbol of baptism. It symbolizes the dying, being buried and rising again to a new life in following Jesus Christ. We volunteer to allow another to baptize us. 
For most of us, we may have this special day be one that is about us. But, what is most important is this is the day, we accept that God Loves us!
Prayer:  God, touch us, and speak to us again, that our hearts will be strangely warmed by our remembering this is the day we know you love us very much. Amen!
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