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Introduction: 
Years ago my Old Testament professor said to us, When you read scripture and find something good it is OK to sit on it for a while.

So for the past few weeks I have been waking each morning and remembering the phrase “remember your baptism and be thankful.”

Today we deal with parables. What is your favorite parable? If you do not have one, now is a good time to look these over and choose one to set on for awhile.

Last week was the parable of the wheat and the weeds. The weeds were intentionally spread in the field to destroy or at least damage the quality of the crop. This parable was one of waiting until the harvest to separate the good from the bad.

Today, we have the story of the mustard seed. This is a very invasive weed and can spread all over. 
Each parable stands alone as the way the kingdom of God can be pictured in your mind.

Then comes the parables of the yeast, the treasure, pearl of great value and the fishermen catching lots of fish. 

Which parable do you like? So, which one grabs you to sit on and remember for the next several weeks? 

We do not know if Jesus told these parables all at once or off and on in different settingsjkkkkk when these were written down all together.

It is not my decision to make for you. I share them as the texts of the day. 
But, Laurel Dykstra in writing about these scriptures has a different take on all I have said.
She says, “A mustard bush is neither big nor wonderful; it is invasive, fast-growing and impossible to get rid of. The kingdom of God is like kudzu, like Scotch broom, like morning glories, like dandelions. And the birds of the air? The last place we want them is in our grain fields.  You’ve heard of scarecrows?

The pesky mustard seed parable is paired with the one-verse parable of the yeast. A nice domestic image, a little gender parity, maybe even and instance of Jesus speaking directly to women. Well, it would be if the central images didn’t all convey contamin- ation, corruption and subversion. A modern paraphrase might be; ‘The kingdom of God is like a virus in a dirty needle that a junkie took and injected into a vein so the whole body was infected.’ Yet in the parable, from this woman’s ‘hiding’ the yeast comes incredible abundance – bread to feed more than 100 people.
In the parables of Matthew, the kingdom Jesus announces is subversive, unstoppable, invasive a nuisance, urgent, shocking abundant. It requires action and commitment and inspires extreme behavior. Listen—serfs are buying land, a peasant woman has baked bread for 100, the kingdom of God is rising, and there we find our daily bread. Fish are breaking through nets, the rich are selling all they have. The kingdom is springing up faster than we can uproot it.”
Conclusion

“What do a seed, yeast, buried treasure, a pearl, and fishnet have in common? They’re all like the kingdom, right? Actually, no. When we read these diverse and troubling kingdom parables carefully, the objects described are inseparable from actions and actors; Seed is sown by a sower, yeast is hidden by a woman, the treasure hunter and the merchant buy and sell, the fishers fish. The kingdom is not about static symbols but about people engaged in action.”
So, what subversive action or sneaky thing are you doing or saying, that furthers the kingdom of God?
(The quotation is from Dykstra, Laurel A., Sojourners,   July 2008, p. 49)
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