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Introduction: 
Our Old Testament lesson for today is one of the most bizarre passages in the bible. To have it on this day as millions of people wait for the Irma hurricane to hit adds to the strangeness of the event.

Jennie’s brother and his 3 children’s family will be in the heart of the storm today and tomorrow. We called them on Saturday morning. Lots of food is stored; and plenty of gas, where her brother lives. The gas is for generators, not if, but when the power goes out.

Now, they wait!
The Israelites were in a surprisingly similar circumstance. It was a Null point. A Null point is a pause between one event and another.
During the Null point the Israelites are to carefully, methodically carry out in detail all that God has told them to do. Mark the month and the date. Your calendar will be a new one, starting with this day. Prepare a lamb or goat; everyone in their community is to do this. Share where it makes sense. Carefully select the quality of the lamb. It is to be without blemish and year old male. You are to keep it for 14 days, then everyone slaughter their animals at the same time at twilight. Put some of the blood on the two doorposts and lintel, where you eat it. Then comes the details of the food preparation. Then more details about how you will dress and how to eat it. 

12:11” This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.” 
The first born of human and animal will die, but not your families.
Eat it in haste. Be prepared in a moment’s notice that you will be leaving Eygpt.
This is a Null Point!

But during all this instruction, nothing is said about the feelings of the people. How strange this is. They are about to flee from the slavery of Egypt. Will they get away with it? Will there be violence? What kind of violence? Who might die?  Will I be one of them? Is it worth it?

Notice, are we talking about the Israelites or those in the path of Irma?

Conclusion:

For those who survive it, 

12:14 “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”
So, what is a perpetual ordinance?

Perpetual means: continuous, lasting or enduring forever or indefinitely.

Ordinance means: a command, or an established or proscribed practice, especially a religious rite.

This was not just meant for the Jew back then or now. It is meant for us, too. 

Scary as it is to wait for the other shoe to fall, or in this case the storm to hit, God is with us and all those we love.

Of course, this is a time to pray for those who are suffering from their losses, and for those who have yet to know what will happen.  Nothing is outside the love of God. For us, our church, our attendance, and support are the perpetual ordinance still being carried out from Old Testament days. Let us face our fears together, and offer them to God in these days of disaster. 
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