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Jeremiah 31: 27-34
Psalm 119: 97-104
II Timothy 3: 14- 4:5
Luke 18: 1-8
Introduction: 
The word for the day is Persistent.

Jeremiah is telling the captives in Babylon, that God is very faithful. You thought God was only the God of Israel and only had power and ability to hear prayer only in Israel. 

That is wrong.

God used Babylon to punish Israel for its faithlessness. Now, you are being taken care of, so you will survive and have a faith much larger than you dreamed. Why?
31:31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

31:32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.

31:33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

31:34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
 

So, if the law is within their hearts, and ours, it is saying their God is where ever they go in God’s creation.  God is bigger than they ever imagined.

To this day, we know God. Our reason for gathering is to celebrate this knowledge, be persistent, and find new ways to be faithful to our God.
Our scriptures on Timothy today are also on persistence. Paul is saying to Timothy. Regardless of what others are doing, you remain faithful. Remember your mother and grandmother’s faith and be like them. Also, he was to convince, rebuke and encourage those who are his followers as well.
The gospel lesson seems to raise more questions than answers as I read it today, but the theme of persistence is certainly there, loud and clear. The woman continues to challenge the judge to be responsible, and do his job.

Randy Rowland, who wrote “Get a Life!” tells on a recent trip to Los Angeles, “I was listening to Dr. Demonto, and infamous local radio personality. He was playing a song called, “The Guru Rap.” One of the lines of this song is “Mental floss each day. It helps prevent truth decay.”

He continues “As Christians, we often fail to  ”Mental floss” we don’t think things through. We probably need to analyze our world more carefully. We have to look at things from God’s eternal perspective. We have to begin to think. We need to use a little mental floss: Know the Scriptures; know the issues and how to back them up with Scripture.”

This is being persistent and prepared as adult Christians.

As I wrote this sermon, I thought of the book, “Your God is Too Small” by JB Phillips. By being persistent and prepared fits with the latest scientific findings that tell us our universe is 10 times larger than we first discovered a few years ago. They now estimate over two Trillion galaxies now exist. Because there are no boundaries to the universe it will only be a matter of time and this information will become obsolete, too.
God created them. We need to persist and prepare how to more fully appreciate this wonderful God of ours!
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