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Introduction: 
The following is a comment from Desperate Preachers.com.

	Pastorsamp
May 15, 2015
	As I read this passage from the epistle, and also
from the Gospel, I am aware of how far many of the
churches, especially the ones where the pastor is
essentially a religious entertainer have strayed
from the central core of being about the
Revelation of God in Our Lord Jesus Christ, and as
I look over the long history of my own ministry, I
wonder if I too have strayed at times down other
roads. We preachers are supposed to speak for
God, not just about God. We verbalize the
testimony of God because we have eternal life, it
has been given to us, and eternal life is
precisely one, Jesus Christ. We are not
hucksters selling something. We are not trying to
raise money to support our television ministry.
That might be the whole purpose, an end in itself.
But we are to speak God's Word to give life to the
world, and the Word will do its work, and not come
back empty. But who can speak God's Word without
being humbled by it.



I do not know who this person is, but when he shares, I pay close attention.  He is usually on to something worth weighing.
Who of us have not gone astray in our faith journey? We know our favorite tangents, and make them into gods, when we are honest.

This past week has been Ascension week in the church year. It is the week we celebrate Jesus’ ascending into heaven in the presence of the disciples.

The gospel lesson for the day is about Jesus’ talking to God, the Father. This gives us a perspective we seldom consider. Here is Jesus telling God what it is like being in this world. What he has done and said and accomplished.
These words are also about us.

Notice, how different are the followers of Jesus treated, than the rest of the world.  We are to be protected as a group.

John 17:6-19

17:6 "I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.

17:7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you;

17:8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.

17:9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.

17:10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.

17:11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

17:12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.

17:13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.

17:14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.

17:15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.
17:16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.

17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

17:18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.

17:19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.
So, we have two words for this week. The first is the word “protect.” We are a protected people. 

The next word is the word “sanctify”.

“Sanctity" is an ancient concept widespread among religions. It is a gift given through the power of God to a person or thing which is then considered sacred or set apart in an official capacity within the religion, in general anything from a temple, to vessels, to days of the week, to a human believer who willingly accepts this gift can be sanctified. To sanctify is to literally "set apart for particular use in a special purpose or work and to make holy or sacred."
We are protected to carry out a task. That task is to be loving and compassionate people in the middle of a world that centers on violence, greed, anger and revenge.
Our political world misuses “Christian”, for its convenience, when it is a cover up for power, manipulation and control of others.

Our world is misusing the world “Love” when it mainly means “Lust”. 

We have a mission to live out the true meaning of these words that have been stolen from the church.
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