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Galatians 6: 1-16
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20
Introduction: 
This is the fourth of July week end. It celebrates the birth of our nation. There will be some kind of event most all of us will participate in before these days are over.

Today marks some other important events we need to remember as well. The United Methodist Church marks this first Sunday of July  as the start of all pastor’s appointments to their churches. It may be a querk or joke or unusual event, but this also marks the time I started to serve you as your pastor. 

The scriptures of the day celebrate Jesus sending out the 70 to go and share the good news of the kingdom of God.

The first thing that caught my eye in these verses is what Jesus sees. No one else see this, but when the followers return with good news, Jesus has good news too.  10:18 He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning.”
Now, what is strange about sharing this verse now, is this is the conclusion, and we know no other details about what happened.

We all love happy endings, but there is a hook in the story and we have yet to find it.

Jesus appointed 70 others. This means he sent none of his disciples he had chosen earlier.

He pulls no punches. He admits “you are like lambs going into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals.”

I am always caught by the next phrase. “and greet no one on the road.”  This is like they are demon possessed and driven in their purpose, so they have no time to talk or find out what the news was the others have to share. That would have been the normal things to do in those days.

Another surprise is 10:8 “Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you;” 
This is the hook we are looking for. 

Jesus is dumping the Jewish laws of the day.  Eat whatever they serve you. It was probably not washed correctly, it was probably one of the long lists of things good Jews would never eat under any conditions, like shell fish, or pork. But, none of that mattered as it was prepared by a non-orthodox Jew anyway making it unclean.
If they do not welcome you, dust off your feet as an insult against them, but you still proclaim the news. 10:11 'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.'
Next, we need to notice, that they are not really alone. Jesus is with them and so is the one that sent him. 
So, now, the 70 have returned and Jesus tells them of the authority he has given them, but even that is not important.

Jesus’ authority is not important! Amazing, but why?

…”but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."
Conclusion

On this day when ministers are beginning their first Sundays in their new appointments, it is too easy to sit back and say. “That is what we pay them for.”

Yet, Jesus was using the 70 as a symbol for all our congregations, that the disciples and other ministers are not the only ones to share the good news to others. 
Who do you know who is hurting, lonely, and having some need you can meet? There are always people you know that I do not, who need a friend, a hug, or some care unknown to me.

Using Jesus’ example, take a friend and meet the needs of those you know.

Also, remember Jesus is with you and God, the Father, who sent him.

When you have shown some care, you too will experience what Jesus said at the close. but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." 
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